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CHARFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Charfield Parish Council held on  
Tuesday 11th May 2021 in Charfield Village Hall, Main Hall 

commencing at 7.30pm 

PRESENT 

Parish Councillors: Cllr. M. Rosher, Cllr. J. Ashe, Cllr. S. Ashe, Cllr. W. Glasgow, Cllr. J. Law, Cllr. N. 
Newns, Cllr. P. Peaster and Cllr. A. Threlfall 
South Gloucestershire Councillor:  Cllr. J. O’Neill 
Clerk: Mrs. Paula Evans 
Public: Four members of the public were present 
 Action 

Cllr. Rosher welcomed everyone to the meeting – the first physical meeting since March 2020.  
Those attending were reminded of COVID-19 safety requirements whilst in the hall and the fire 
evacuation points. 

 

  

11970/21   To Elect a Chairman for 2021/2022 and receive their Declaration of Acceptance 
of Office 

 

Cllr. J. Ashe proposed, Cllr Law seconded, and it was RESOLVED to appoint Cllr. M. Rosher as 
Chairman for 2021/2022.  All Agreed.  Cllr. Rosher accepted the proposal and signed his 
declaration of acceptance of office. 

 

  

11971/21   To Elect a Vice Chairman for 2021/2022 and receive their Declaration of 
Acceptance of Office 

 

Cllr. Newns proposed, Cllr. Threlfall seconded, and it was RESOLVED to appoint Cllr. S. Ashe 
as Vice Chairman for 2021/2022.  All Agreed.  Cllr. S. Ashe accepted the proposal and signed 
his declaration of acceptance of office. 

 

  

11972/21   To note Apologies for Absence & Acceptance of Reasons  
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. Parker.  
  

11973/21   Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda  
Cllr. Threlfall declared an Other Registerable Non-Pecuniary Interest in agenda item 16e) 
(referenced Minute 11985/21) and would not vote on the matter. 

 

  

11974/21   Public Participation  
Mr. Chris Hayes of Cushman & Wakefield (C&W), PR consultants employed by the Prison 
Service addressed the meeting.  Unfortunately, a representative from the Ministry of Justice had 
been unable to attend.  Information was provided about the proposed development at Leyhill 
prison – to provide additional accommodation for up to 120 additional prisoners.  HMP Leyhill 
was a Category B (Open) Prison, housing low risk prisoners who were reaching the end of their 
term of imprisonment.  The new housing accommodation would be two-storey in height, quite 
conservative in appearance with good energy efficiency.  SGC Planning Department had been 
approached for pre-application advice – ‘in principle’ agreement had been attained but further 
technical work was required on the plans in order to tick all the boxes.  Meetings had been/were 
being held with Cllr. O’Neill, Luke Hall MP and the closest five Parish Councils.  C&W would like 
to arrange visits to the prison in order for Parish Council representative to see where the 
proposed housing would go.  It was also appreciated that previously HMP Leyhill had good 
relations with the residents of the surrounding parishes/areas, but this had dropped off – HMP 
would like to rebuild those relationships and ties.  Charfield Parish Councillors expressed their 
genuine concern over recent absconding incidents bearing in mind the close proximity of a 
primary school.  The Parish Council felt that more and more higher risk/category prisoners were 
being moved to Leyhill too swiftly.  Parish Councillors noted the recent critical inspection report 
and pointed out that development within the prison reduces the amount of green space within 
the prison walls.  Cllr. O’Neill concurred with the points already raised and would like to see the 
post of Liaison Officer reinstated to ensure the safety of inhabitants of the surrounding areas.  
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The tenant of the new Bridge Café addressed the meeting regarding their recent Licensing 
Application.  Charfield Parish Council had expressed some concern over the licensing hours of 
08:00 hrs to 23:00 hrs and the provision of off-site alcohol sales.  It was acknowledged these 
times were the standard premises licensing times.  The tenant confirmed that everything being 
sold in the Café would be local and the Café would close at 20:00 each night – they were not 
planning to open any later.  If there was a private function booked, then the additional licensing 
hours would potentially be used.  The Parish Council wished the tenant success with the new 
business. 

 

  

Additionally, a resident addressed the Parish Council with concerns over the forthcoming Wotton 
Road Closure.  The plan was for the road to be closed between 07:00 hrs and 19:00 hrs – the 
resident felt it was difficult to justify this length of time and perhaps a traffic light system should 
be employed.  Additional questions were asked regarding certain items within the Parish 
Council’s accounts and asset register, which were answered by the Clerk.   

 

  

The Chairperson of Charfield Village Hall & Playing Fields CIO addressed the Parish Council 
formally requesting a donation of £25,000 worth of Community Infrastructure Levy.  
Unfortunately, the CIO had been unsuccessful with their £45,000 grant application to Ibstock.  
Therefore, the CIO had decided to undertake the project in two phases – after phase one was 
completed the CIO would commence fundraising for phase two.  The Chairperson provided a 
verbal list of what was going to be included in phase one together with the cost.  Charfield 
Parish Councillors acknowledged the CIO’s plans and were amenable to the donation but 
requested that a detailed written list of play equipment and associated individual costs be 
provided to the Parish Council.  Charfield Parish Council emphasised their desire to ensure that 
CIL was spread throughout the parish benefiting all residents in all age-groups.     

 

  

11975/21   To Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting  
Cllr. S. Ashe proposed, Cllr. Threlfall seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes 
of the Ordinary remote meeting of Charfield Parish Council, held on Tuesday 9th March 2021 as 
a true and accurate record of the meeting.  All Agreed.  The Clerk would make arrangements 
with the Chairman to facilitate the signing of these Minutes together with Minutes of meetings 
held on-line during the Coronavirus pandemic. 

 

  

11976/21   To receive the Clerk’s Report  
The Clerk’s report had been previously circulated and was taken as read.  A copy is appended 
to these minutes.   

 

  

Regarding item 9 of the Clerk’s Report, Charfield Parish Council would extend an invitation to 
the newly appointed West of England Combined Authority Mayor to visit the parish for a 
walkaround.   

Clerk 

  

Regarding the limited community governance review being undertaken by SGC, Charfield 
Parish Council did not consider any parish arrangements needed to be reviewed. 

 

  

11977/21   Report from Cllr. J. O’Neill, South Gloucestershire Council Representative  
Due to social distancing requirements, South Gloucestershire Council would be holding their 
next full Council meeting at Thornbury Leisure Centre. 

 

  

The Authority Monitoring Report had been issued (usually this report was issued in December 
each year, however due to COVID-19 this had been delayed).   The report confirms that a 5-
year land supply had been achieved (5.28 years).  This report is vitally important when opposing 
major developments – many smaller developments were not included in the figure, therefore 
ensuring something of a ‘buffer’.  The way the land supply figure was now calculated had been 
set by Central Government – previously, Barristers for developers had argued at Planning 
Inquiries there was a flaw in the methodology for calculating the supply figure. 

 

  

New Mills, Electric Car Factory - (Stroud District Council Application S.18/2368/FUL) – It was 
known that KLB School was at capacity and the lack of education spaces was highly impactful.  
It was acknowledged that provision for secondary school education needs to be made.  This has 
now been added to South District Local Plan. 
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Road Closure – Renishaw roundabout towards Wotton.  It was proving extremely difficult to 
liaise with Gloucester CC Highways Department to ensure suitable access for Charfield 
residents.  SGC and Cllr. O’Neill had been trying to negotiate with Gloucester CC to ensure the 
Downs Road and the Wotton Road were not closed at the same time as this would cause traffic 
mayhem.  A workable solution could be for the Downs Road to be closed at weekends for work 
and the Wotton Road to be closed during the week.  Bus companies have been informed by 
SGC of this impending closure and its affects to the bus and school bus timetables, but 
Gloucester CC had not been forthcoming with amended timetables. 

 

  

Access, Bryant Tyres – According to SGC Planning Department, the new access created by 
Bryant Tyres was allowed under ‘permitted development’.  The start date for the construction of 
the new Co-Op store was not known, but when construction commences the metal fence would 
have to be removed and a low wall instated as this new access was not an existing footpath. 

 

  

Charfield Parish Council wished their huge thanks to Cllr. O’Neill to be minuted.  Cllr. O’Neill had 
expeditiously kept Charfield residents informed and up to date will all COVID-19 news and 
information over the past fourteen months.  Information about Wotton Area Mutual Aid had been 
disseminated to Charfield residents which had been of great help and support to those residents 
in need. 

 

  

11978/21   Planning Applications  
P21/02703/F | Erection of single storey rear extension to form additional living accommodation. 
Erection of single storey front extension to form garage.  Raising of roofline over existing garage 
and relocation of existing front porch | 45 Longs View, Charfield, GL12 8HZ | NO COMMENTS. 

 

  

P21/03037/F | Installation of 2 no. front dormer windows to facilitate loft conversion 
(resubmission of P20/23847/F | Pound View, Churchend Lane, Charfield, GL12 8LJ | NO 
COMMENTS. 

 

  

11979/21   Planning Decisions & Other Matters   

P19/7480/F | Demolition of existing outbuildings and erection of detached garage and annexe 
ancillary to the main dwellinghouse | The White House, Churchend Lane, Charfield | REFUSAL. 

 

  

P21/00006/F | Demolition of existing dwelling.  Erection of two 3-bed dwellings, garage block 
and associated works | 66 Wotton Road, Charfield, GL12 8SR | REFUSAL. 

 

  

P21/00039/TRE | Works to crown reduce 1 no. Oak tree back to previous pruning points.  Tree 
covered by SGTPO 14/7 dated 04/06/2008 | 43 Woodlands Road, Charfield, GL12 8LT | 
APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS 

 

  

P21/00183/F | Erection of front porch.  Erection of a part two storey part single storey rear 
extension to form additional living accommodation | 142 Manor Lane, Charfield, GL12 8TN | 
APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS 

 

  

P21/00185/F | Erection of two storey side extension with raised platform at upper ground floor 
and loft level to facilitate the creation of additional living accommodation | Wadesley, Churchend 
Lane, Charfield, GL12 8LJ | APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS 

 

  

P21/00835/F | Demolition of existing day room and erection of outbuilding to form new day room 
(retrospective) | Appletrees, New Street, Charfield, GL12 8ES | APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS. 

 

  

P21/00933/F | Erection of first floor extension to form additional living accommodation | 19 New 
Street, Charfield, GL12 8ES | APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS 

 

  

Gloucestershire County Council Planning Application 19/2576/CM | Change of use of 
agricultural buildings and yard area to use for processing, recycling and storage of inert waste | 
Watsome Farm, County boundary to Charfield Road, Kingswood, GL12 8SP | GRANTED 
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11980/21   Planning Enforcement Matters  
Planning Enforcement Complaint COM/21/0276/OD – Land behind the Pin Mill, New Road was 
noted by the Parish Council.  A response from the Planning Enforcement Officer was awaited. 

 

  

11981/21   Charfield Neighbourhood Development Plan  
Huge congratulations were expressed from Charfield Parish Council to the Charfield 
Neighbourhood Development Plan team.  The Referendum result from the 6th May 2021 
returned an overwhelming ‘Yes’ vote (847 votes, being 92.5% of the total vote).  The adoption of 
the CNDP would mean that any future development would need to comply with the requirements 
and aspirations of the Plan and the Parish would receive 25% of the developers CIL contribution 
rather than the current 15%.  The Clerk was instructed to write formally to the CNDP Team 
passing on the Parish Council’s congratulations and thanks. 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

  

11982/21   Reports of Meetings  
The Clerk had previously circulated copies of notes from the following meetings, which were 
noted by the Parish Council -  

 

  

a. Breedon (formerly Cemex) Liaison Group – 13th April 2021 
b. Community Led Housing – 22nd March 2021 
c. Informal Meeting with Hall CIO – 1st April 2021 

 

  

11983/21   Charfield Burial Ground  
The Clerk provided a verbal update.  Due to time spent on other matters not much progress had 
been made regarding the Oak structure, however contact had been maintained with the 
contractor.   

 

  

Cllr. Rosher proposed, Cllr. Law seconded, and it was RESOLVED to approve the two 
applications for Reserved Right of Burial within Charfield Burial Ground for two Charfield 
families.  All Agreed.  The Clerk would complete and forward the necessary paperwork. 

 
Clerk 

  

Cllr. J. Ashe proposed, Cllr. Peaster seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve the 
application for the erection of an ashes memorial for the late Mrs. J. Moss.  All Agreed. 

Clerk 

  

Cllr. Glasgow proposed, Cllr. Rosher seconded, and it was RESOLVED to approve the 
interment of the late Mr. T. Davis in a double burial plot within Charfield Burial Ground.  All 
Agreed. The Clerk advised the interment was planned for 27th May 2021 at approximately 
2.45pm.   

 

  

11984/21   Charfield Youth Project CIO  
Cllr. Newns provided a verbal report.  The Youth Group continues well with good numbers 
attending both the junior and senior sessions.  The Group has a new additional Youth Volunteer 
who had settled in very well.  The activities provided by the Youth Group were varied and 
interesting including sessions on circus skills and magic tricks.  The Group included discussions 
on many diverse subjects from littering through to mental health issues and was emerging into 
being a dependable place for the youth of the parish to attend in order to make friends and feel 
safe.  The aspirations of the Youth Project are to provide facilities for all youngsters from babies 
and toddlers through to late teens.  The Chairman asked Cllr. Newns and Glasgow to pass on 
the thanks of the Parish Council to the Youth Group for swapping their session in order for the 
Parish Council to use the main hall.  The Clerk also reported she had been impressed by the 
courteous help given by a couple of lads from the Youth Group to help set up some tables.  Cllr. 
Glasgow advised she was organising a table-top style sale on 6th June 2021 in the village hall 
car park of items donated by residents of the parish.  All money raised would go to the Youth 
Group.  The promotion of the Youth Civic Award Scheme had been held back due to the 
pandemic, however as restrictions were being lifted, impetus could now start again to promote 
the Scheme within the Youth Group and around the parish. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

  

Charfield Youth Project had produced a Mission Statement – “To give the children of Charfield a 
safe place to come and meet friends.  To make them feel included and part of the bigger 
community.  Help the young people with their social, physical, intellectual and emotional 
development to help them fulfil their potential in life”.  
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11985/21   Charfield Village Hall & Playing Fields CIO  
Cllr. J. Ashe proposed, Cllr. Rosher seconded, and it was RESOLVED to retrospectively appoint 
Cllr. Threlfall as the Parish Council’s representative on the Charfield Village Hall & Playing 
Fields CIO.  All Agreed. 

 

  

Cllr. Threlfall provided a verbal report, reflecting the Hall CIO’s Chairperson address to the 
Parish Council under public participation.  Following the unsuccessful grant application, the 
CIO’s overall plans for the playground refurbishment had not changed, but the project was being 
split into two phases.  Phase One included everything currently planned minus the Stepping 
Pods (£2,320); Climbing Frame (£11,040); Panel (£296); Benches (£3,000); Assault Course 
(£15,600) and Excavation/Disposal/Removal (£2,649) – Total £34,895.     

 

  

The Clerk advised she would be contacting the Valuations Office at South Gloucestershire 
Council in order to obtain a valuation of the land for the transfer to proceed.  The Parish 
Council’s solicitors had suggested a Local Authority Valuer rather than a commercial valuer as 
they would understand the requirements of the General Consent element of the Local 
Government Act 1972, Section 127. 

Clerk 

  

The notes of the informal meeting with the CIO on 1st April 2021 had been noted under Minute 
11982/21. 

 

  

Cllr. Threlfall did not take part in the discussion or voting on the following resolution.  Cllr. 
Glasgow proposed, Cllr. Newns seconded, and it was RESOLVED to approve a donation of 
£25,000 from the CIL reserves held by the Parish Council.  All Agreed.  The donation would be 
made under the same conditions as the £17,500 already pledged to the playground 
refurbishment in that the Parish Council would order the equipment, receive the equipment, and 
pay a duly receipted VAT invoice.  In this way the community would be able to maximise the full 
amount of the donation as the Parish Council was able to recover the VAT element as a 
VAT126 Organisation under HMRC regulations. 

 

  

11986/21   Meeting Dates for 2021/2022  
The position of Central Government remained that as of midnight on 6th May 2021 the legislation 
brought in by the Coronavirus Act 2020 would cease.  Robert Jenrick, the Local Government 
Secretary supported the High Court Hearing brought about by Hertfordshire CC and supported 
by NALC, however the outcome had not been successful.  Mr. Jenrick had said he recognised 
there was a case to be heard as the LGA 1972 legislation was passed at a time when virtual 
meetings could not have been envisaged.  As reported by Mr. Luke Hall MP and Local 
Government Minister, the Government’s legislative programme to too busy to include this in the 
current cycle.  Therefore, Parish Council’s had no option but to return to physical meetings. 

 

  

An inordinate amount of energy and time had been spent by the Clerk and Cllrs. attempting to 
facilitate a physical meeting ensuring that 2m social distancing was maintained.  Thankfully, 
Charfield Youth Group had agreed to move their session to the Lounge which meant the Parish 
Council was able to use the Hall.  However, the Parish Council’s 8th June meeting would happen 
under Step 3 of the Government’s Four-Step Approach which stated that only 6 individuals/2 
households could meet indoors.  Charfield Parish Council needed to hold an ordinary meeting in 
June to sign off the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2020/21.  

 

  

The Clerk advised that ‘working parties’ of the Parish Council were not covered by Schedule 12, 
Para 10(1) and (2) of the Local Government Act 1972 which required the meetings to be held 
physically and giving 3 clear days’ notice etc.  Therefore, if the Lounge were the only available 
room for hire, a workable solution would be for Charfield Parish Councillors to convene an on-
line working party meeting to agree the contents of the Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return 2020/21 and then hold a physical meeting in the Lounge with those Cllrs. who were 
comfortable to attend, so long as a quorum were present (3 Cllrs.) in order to sign off the AGAR.  
The Clerk would see if the Youth Group were amenable to moving to the Lounge for the 8th June 
and advise Cllrs.  The Parish Council would be able to return to the Lounge for the July meeting 
as technically all social distancing and mitigation requirements should have been lifted by then. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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It was agreed by all Cllrs. that the Chairman would prepare a response to Central Government 
(cc Luke Hall MP) expressing Charfield Parish Council’s utter frustration at the way they have 
handled the cessation of the Coronavirus Act 2020 and the complete lack of understanding of 
the function of the lower tiers of Local Authority Governance.  The response would be agreed 
with all Cllrs. prior to sending. 

MR/ 
Clerk 

  

11987/21   St. James Church, Churchend Lane – Draft Church Plan  
The Parish Council noted receipt of the Draft Church Plan for St. James Church prepared by the 
Churches Conservation Trust (circulated to Cllrs. on 4th April 2021).  The Parish Council noted 
that a tremendous amount of conversation work needs to be undertaken.  It was also noted that 
Breedon had made a donation of £3,500 to the Friends of St. James Church to help towards this 
work.  The Friends were exploring additional fundraising avenues via additional use of the 
Church building. 

 

  

Cllr. Peaster had attended the informal site meeting on 15th April 2021.  Notes of the meeting 
had not yet been received. 

 

  

11988/21   Financial Matters  
a) The Clerk reported the following balances.    
  

 Current Account  £       500.00  (Statement No. 441 dated 30th April 2021)  
 Business Reserve (1) £  14,411.81 (Statement No. 230 dated 1st April 2021)  
 Business Reserve (2) £258,523.31 (Statement No. 336 dated 30th April 2021)  
  

b) Confirmation had been received from SGC of a BACS payment on 30th April 2021 of 
£31,000 – this representing the first tranche of 2021/22 Precept and was reflected in the 
Receipts & Payments Account. 

 

  

c) Confirmation had been received from SGC of a BACS payment on 30th April 2021 of 
£48,755.42 – this representing CIL collected in 2020/21 and was reflected in the Receipts & 
Payments Account. 

 

  

d) The receipts and payments account as of 11th May 2021 was noted and reflected accounts 
for payment as proposed at the meeting under agenda item 20. 

 

  

e) The following dates in connection with the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 
(AGAR) were noted -  

 

  

30th June 2021 – AGAR to be signed off by Parish Council  
2nd July 2021 – Latest submission of AGAR to PKF Littlejohn  
30th September 2021 – Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR to be published on PC’s web site  
  

The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council accounts had been balanced and the 
independent internal audit would take place on Saturday 22nd May 2021.  The AGAR and the 
Independent Internal Auditor’s Report would be presented to the 8th June 2021 meeting for 
approval. 

 
Clerk 

  

f) Cllr. J. Ashe proposed, Cllr. Law seconded, and it was RESOLVED to approve the 2021-
2022 Asset Register.  All Agreed. 

 

  

g) Cllr. Rosher proposed, Cllr. Peaster seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve the 2021-
2022 Financial Risk Assessment.  All Agreed. 

 

  

h) Cllr. Threlfall proposed, Cllr. J. Ashe seconded and it was RESOLVED to vire across £3,250 
from Burial Ground Earmarked Reserves to the 2021-2022 Burial Ground Budget.  All 
Agreed. 

Clerk 

  

i) The Clerk advised Parish Councillors that the VAT Return for 2020/21 had been completed 
and submitted to HMRC for payment.  A total of £1,265.26 was being reclaimed. 
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11989/21   Accounts for Payment 
 

 

The Clerk reported the following accounts to be paid having previously verified them as 
accurate. 
 

 

Payee 
Chq 

No. 
Description 

Net VAT Gross 

£ £ £ 

Mrs. P. Evans SO Clerk's Salary - March £863.16 £0.00 £863.16 

Mrs. P. Evans SO Clerk's Salary - April £863.16 £0.00 £863.16 

HMRC 3014 Tax & NI £284.56 £0.00 £284.56 

KLH Landscaping 3015 Burial Ground Roadside Wall £3,250.00 £0.00 £3,250.00 

ALCA 3016 Clerk's Training £60.00 £0.00 £60.00 

Great Western Air Ambulance 3017 Donation - LGA 1972 s.137 £2,000.00 £0.00 £2,000.00 

Friends of St. James 3018 Donation - LGA 1972 s.137 £1,500.00 £0.00 £1,500.00 

Charfield Pre-School 3019 Donation - CIL £1,860.00 £0.00 £1,860.00 

Friends of Charfield Primary School 3020 Donation - CIL £800.00 £0.00 £800.00 

Charfield AFC 3021 Donation - LGA 1972 s.137 £300.00 £0.00 £300.00 

Charfield Out of School Club 3022 Donation - CIL £1,500.00 £0.00 £1,500.00 

Charfield Junior FC 3029 Donation - LGA 1972 s.137 £1,000.00 £0.00 £1,000.00 

Charfield Rainbows 3024 Donation - LGA 1972 s.137 £550.00 £0.00 £550.00 

Dementia Connections 3025 Donation - LGA 1972 s.137 £500.00 £0.00 £500.00 

Charfield Hall CIO 3026 Financial Assist - 1st Tranche £5,000.00 £0.00 £5,000.00 

Mrs. P. Evans 3027 Stationery £7.47 £1.50 £8.97 

Mrs. P. Evans 3027 Postage £9.90 £0.00 £9.90 

Net Support UK 3028 Business Licenses £139.86 £27.97 £167.83 

Charfield Youth Project 3030 Financial Assist - 1st Tranche £4,500.00 £0.00 £4,500.00 

Royal British Legion 3031 Donation £50.00 £0.00 £50.00 

      £25,038.11 £29.47 £25,067.58 
 

 

  

Cllr. Peaster proposed, Cllr. Rosher seconded and it was RESOLVED that the above accounts 
be paid.  All Agreed.   

 

  

11990/21  Councillors Open Forum  
Nothing was brought to the attention of the Parish Council.  
 

This concluded the business of the meeting which closed at approximately 21:55 hrs. 
 

Next Meeting of Charfield Parish Council would to be the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council to be 
held on Tuesday 8th June 2021 at 7:30pm – venue to be arranged.   
 

 

 
Chairman                 Date                                         

 

Clerk’s Report 
Presented to the on-line Parish Council Meeting on 11th May 2021 

 

1. The death of HRH the Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh was announced on Friday 9th April 2021.  
An official eight-day period of mourning was in place, concluding on 17th April 2021.  Due to COVID-
19 restrictions there will be no physical books of condolence with everyone being encouraged to 
pass on their condolences via on-line books on the South Gloucestershire Council web site or 
https://www.royal.uk/.  The funeral will take place on Saturday 17th April 2021 at St. George’s 
Chapel, Windsor.  Charfield Parish Council has added a message of condolence via the SGC site.  
In light of this, all Parish Councils were advised to cancel their April meetings if they fell within the 
official eight-day mourning period. 

 

2. Stopping-Up Order, New Street – Following the Planning Inspectorate inquiry held (on-line) on 17th 
February 2021, the application for the Stopping-Up Order at 38 New Street was rejected.   
 

3. Licence – Bus Shelter/Seat, junction New Street/Wotton Road – The Clerk has raised the Parish 
Council’s query concerning the permitted depth of the holes to site the bus shelter.  A response is 
awaited. 

 

https://www.royal.uk/
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4. Licence – Parcel of land on New Street adjacent to the railway line – The Clerk has raised the 
Parish Council’s query concerning encroachment of the land from neighbouring properties.  A 
response is awaited. 

 

5. ALCA circulated an email regarding a “Community Carbon Calculator”.  This is some new research 
out of Exeter University and the Centre for Sustainable Energy based in Bristol.  It allows 
comparisons between Parishes and nationally although the accuracy of comparisons is open to 
interpretation. 

 

6. Cllr. Law alerted the Clerk and Cllr. O’Neill to an article in the Yate & Sodbury Voice publication that 
said SGC would be resurfacing Manor Lane.  Cllr. O’Neill has confirmed SGC will be undertaking a 
small micro asphalt programme on some streets within the Manor Lane/Underhill Road estate.  The 
work is preventative and includes some pre-patching and then a 15mm top-coat of material.  Roads 
affected – Avon Road, Berkeley Close, Manor Lane (part), Orchard Close and Underhill Road 
(part).  As yet, no dates have been confirmed and it is anticipated the work should take 3-4 days.  
Any temporary road closure notices will be sent shortly. 

 

7. A resident of the Crest Nicholson development contacted the Clerk regarding the vehicular damage 
to the grass verge at the entrance.  The Clerk advised the resident this had already been reported 
to SGC via Cllr. O’Neill. 

 

8. The Clerk was contacted by a resident and Wotton TC on the subject of allotments.  The Clerk 
advised that unfortunately Charfield Parish Council did not own/manage any allotments in the 
Parish.  The only allotments available were on the Bellway and Crest Nicholson developments, 
managed by separate management companies, with first priority being given to those residents. 

 

9. The elections on 6th May 2021 returned a Labour West of England Combined Authority Mayor – Mr. 
Daniel Norris. 

 

10. An inordinate amount of time has been spent by the Clerk over recent weeks attempting to 
reconcile the Government’s Four-Step Approach to the easing of lockdown and the implications 
surrounding on-line and physical meetings.  At all times, the health and safety of Parish Councillors, 
the PC’s employee and members of the public have been in the forefront of any advice delivered. 
This will be discussed further under agenda item 17. 

 

11. The Clerk was contacted by a resident who was concerned they had not received a voting card for 
the Charfield Neighbourhood Development Plan Referendum on 6th May.  The Clerk contacted 
SGC Electoral Services who advised the CNDP cards had gone out separately from the WECA 
Mayoral voting cards.  Should the resident not receive anything by Saturday 1st May, they should 
contact SGC directly.  The Clerk posted this information on the Charfield Village Facebook Forum. 

 

12. A definitive map has been received from SGC regarding the areas of open space/hedges and shrub 
beds covered by the Localism Charges.  It would appear that the hedges on the open space off 
Manor Lane are the responsibility of SGC.  The Clerk has now emailed SGC to highlight the poor 
standard of recent cuts. 

 

13. Following instruction, the Clerk contacted SGC to enquiry about the ownership of a strip of land on 
Woodlands Road, expressing concern that the land may be appropriated.  The parcel of land in 
question belonged to SGC.  The SGC Places Community Officer attended and advised the fence 
had been re-erected along the original boundary line, however there were a few flowerpots on the 
land.  SGC was enquiring whether the Parish Council wished these to be removed. 

 

14. Parish Councillors were advised of a Licensing Application for the new Bridge Café.  The Chairman 
has invited the tenant to the May Parish Council meeting to brief the Parish Council on the 
application. 

 

15. SGC’s Regulatory Committee has commenced a limited community governance review in a small 
number of areas within South Gloucestershire.  There is an opportunity for parish and town areas to 
request consideration for inclusion within the review.  A community governance review looks at 
perishing arrangements such internal parish ward boundaries, the number of councillors, changes 
to external parish boundaries, creating new parish areas and amalgamating parish areas.  Please 
advise the Clerk if there is anything Charfield Parish Council would like included in the review.  

 


