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CHARFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the On-Line Ordinary Meeting of Charfield Parish Council held on  
Tuesday 8th September 2020 

commencing at 7.30pm 

PRESENT 

Parish Councillors: Mr. M. Rosher, Mrs. J. Ashe, Mrs. W. Glasgow, Mrs. J. Law, Mr. V. Sydenham and 
Mr. A. Threlfall 
Clerk: Mrs. Paula Evans 
South Gloucestershire Councillor:  Cllr. John O’Neill 
Public: No members of the public were present 
 Action 

11821/20   To note Apologies for Absence & Acceptance of Reasons  
Apologies were received, noted, and accepted from Cllr. Newns.  
  

11822/20   Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda  
There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda.  
  

11823/20   Public Participation  
There was no public participation.    
  

11824/20   To Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting  
Cllr. Law proposed, Cllr. Threlfall seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of 
the Ordinary remote meeting of Charfield Parish Council, held on Tuesday 14th July 2020 as a 
true and accurate record of the meeting.  All Agreed.  The Chairman would sign the Minutes at 
the next duly convened physical meeting. 

 

  

Cllr.  Threlfall proposed, Cllr. Law seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of 
the Extra Ordinary remote meeting of Charfield Parish Council, held on Tuesday 28th July 2020 
as a true and accurate record of the meeting.  All Agreed.  The Chairman would sign the 
Minutes at the next duly convened physical meeting. 

 

  

11825/20   To receive the Clerk’s Report  
The Clerk had circulated a copy of her report, a copy of which is appended to these Minutes.  
  

Regarding item 13 of the Clerk’s Report, this would be deferred to the October meeting for 
discussion and resolution. 

Clerk 

  

Regarding item 14 of the Clerk’s Report, it was agreed this would require further investigation. Clerk 
  

11826/20   Report from Cllr. J. O’Neill, South Gloucestershire Council Representative  
Residents had contacted Cllr. O’Neill regarding earth-moving and clearing of trees being 
undertaken at the Appletrees site in New Street.  The land belongs to SGC who were sending 
Officers to the address.  As of 8th September 2020, the work was still going on.  Further 
information is awaited. 

 

  

A complaint had been received about a damaged Ash tree on the ‘Crown Land’ on Old Manor 
Close – the tree had been damaged in the recent high winds.  It would appear the tree is 
suffering from Ash Die-Back and would have to be felled.  There is also a tree on Underhill Road 
growing out of a wall and encroaching onto the footpath that would have to be removed.  There 
are other trees around the village that will need to be felled – the Ash trees suffering from Ash 
Die-Back have had notices placed on them.  Parish Councillors acknowledged it was sad to be 
losing trees and would liaise with the SGC Biodiversity Officer regarding re-planting.      

 

  

Several interesting points had been highlighted during Cllr. O’Neill’s meeting with 
representatives of the Buckover Garden Village scheme.  The Buckover plans will be 
resubmitted with some modifications in line with the proposed SGC Local Plan.  Regarding 
alterations to J14, there is a large group of interested parties still working with Highways 
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England in order to find a solution to the problem.  The scheme that CEG propose does appear 
to be a ‘stop-gap’ solution and could well need to be re-done at some stage in the future.  Cllr. 
O’Neill had spoken to the Local Education Authority – there is still some capacity in Thornbury 
Secondary Schools, namely Castle and Marlwood. 
  

Cllr. O’Neill has spoken with SGC’s Principle Communities Infrastructure Officer regarding 
proposed community facilities in Charfield.  The CEG application contained very basic 
community facility provision and the Bloor application is close enough to the county boundary for 
any sports provision monies to be spent in the adjacent county.  Although Wotton would be able 
to bid for the funding, SGC would look to invest in the CEG site if applications were approved. 

 

  

11827/20   Planning Applications  
P20/12474/F | Erection of ground floor side extension to form additional living accommodation | 
Rose Cottage, Swinhay Lane, Charfield, GL12 8EX | NO COMMENTS. 

 

  

P20/12774/RM | Erection of 1 no. agricultural workers dwelling with appearance and 
landscaping to be determined (Approval of Reserved Matters to be read in conjunction with 
outline permission P19/17548/O) | Meadow View Farm, Devil’s Lane, Charfield, GL12 8BN | NO 
OBJECTIONS – but to reiterate the building should remain as an agricultural workers dwelling. 

 

  

P19/11787/F | Erection of 1 no. building to form retail unit and café (Sui Generis) with new 
vehicular access, car park and associated works, as defined in the Town & Country Planning 
(Use Classes) Order 1987 as amended | Land at Wotton Road, Charfield, GL12 8TG | NO 
COMMENTS – SGC had already decided the application. 

 

  

11828/20   Planning Decisions & Other Matters   
P20/08282/F | Change of use of land from agricultural to equestrian use and erection of stables | 
Thimble Cottage, Swinhay Lane, Charfield, GL12 8EX | APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS. 

 

  

P20/00860/RM | Demolition of existing industrial unit and erection of 1 no. building to form retail 
unit (Class A1) to include details of appearance and landscaping (Approval of Reserved Matters 
to be read in conjunction with Outline Planning Permission PT17/4923/O | The Old Station, 
Wotton Road, Charfield | APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS. 

 

  

P19/19195/F | Appeal App/P0119/W/20/3250010 | Demolition of existing bungalow to facilitate 
erection of a pair of semi-detached chalet bungalows and associated works | Snaefell, The 
Drive, Charfield, GL12 8HX | APPEAL DISMISSED. 

 

  

11829/20   Charfield Neighbourhood Plan  
The Charfield Neighbourhood Plan consultation was ongoing.  There had been two public 
viewing and question sessions at the Memorial Hall (25th August and 5th September, both for two 
hours duration).  A third session had been arranged for 13th September 2020, again for two 
hours.  The first two sessions had attracted fourteen and sixteen attendees respectively.  The 
consultation was due to close on 12th October 2020.  From there the Neighbourhood Plan team 
would address any issues raised prior to it going forward to the Planning Inspector. 

 

  

11830/20   Charfield Burial Ground  
The summer had been relatively busy with two burials and three ashes interments.  The Clerk 
attended the burial ground to ensure plots were marked out correctly and appropriate 
documents received. 

 

  

Cllr. Ashe proposed, Cllr. Law seconded and it was RESOLVED to retrospectively approve the 
memorial tablet for the late Mr. and Mrs. Hoadley.  All Agreed.  The Clerk confirm the memorial 
had been erected. 

 

  

Cllr. Rosher proposed, Cllr. Glasgow seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve the purchase 
of a ‘Bee Friendly Bundle’ at a cost of £145.00 plus VAT of bare root roses to replenish the 
Burial Ground rose bed.  The roses would be available via David Austin in November 2020 and 

 

Clerk 
 



 

         8th September 2020     1678 
 

KLH Landscaping had agreed to plant them.  Cllr. Rosher advised there was a self-seeded rose 
bush growing amongst the lavender bushes on the bottom left-hand side of the rose bed.  The 
Clerk will arrange for this to be transplanted. 

 
 
Clerk 

  

11831/20   Memorial Hall  

The Clerk had forwarded all correspondence from VWV to Cllrs.  Parish Councillors noted the 
comments of the solicitor regarding the signing of the Vesting Declaration.  Ideally the Parish 
Council would have been a party to the Vesting Declaration so that it was clear the Parish 
Council was the holding trustee for the property, however ultimately it was a decision of the 
trustees of the outgoing charity.  Cllr. Glasgow proposed, Cllr. Threlfall seconded and it was 
RESOLVED to agree the work as per the contents of VWV’s letter of 13th August 2020 – to 
review the draft TR1 form provided by the CIO; amend the draft TR1 as necessary and 
negotiate those amendments with the CIO; review the Vesting Declaration and advise the Parish 
Council on the same (already completed); advise the Parish Council on whether it was required 
to comply with the disposal requirements contained in the LGA 1972; report to Parish Council on 
the Vesting Declaration and TR1.  All Agreed.  The Clerk would sign the Letter of Engagement 
on behalf of Charfield Parish Council and provide evidence of identity as per the 13th August 
2020 letter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

  

11832/20   Youth Group Activities  

Cllr. Glasgow provided a verbal update.  Work was progressing to set up a new Charfield Youth 
Group as a CIO with seven trustees.  It was hoped to be able to start running the Group in 
October 2020 which may have to be outdoor sessions rather than indoors.  Cllr. Glasgow had 
approached the Clerk about the possibility of offering a temporary employment contract to the 
Youth Leader and Helper until the CIO had been set up, hence the request for the Resolution on 
the agenda.  However, an alternative solution had been found and the Resolution was no longer 
required.  There was still a great deal of paperwork to complete. 

 

  

The Resolution to provide a temporary employment contract for the Charfield Youth Group 
Leader was no longer required. 

 

  

There was nothing further to report regarding the Youth Parish Council.  
  

11833/20   Young Person Civic Award Scheme  
Cllr. Sydenham presented Parish Councillors with an update of the Young Person Civic Award 
Scheme.  Following discussions about various options, Cllr. Sydenham will continue to progress 
and report again at the October meeting. 

 
VS 

  

The suggestion was received that the Parish Council consider developing the idea of a Citizens 
Award in recognition of community attitude and effort especially during the recent COVID-19 
pandemic.   

 

  

11834/20   2020 Remembrance Day  
Cllr. Sydenham proposed, Cllr. Rosher seconded and it was RESOLVED to proceed with 
arrangements for the 2020 Remembrance Day.  All Agreed.  The Parish Council would 
continue to closely monitor Government social distancing requirements and RBL advice.  The 
Clerk will therefore continue to plan as in previous years – apply for the Street Closure on 
Sunday 8th November 2020 between 10.30hrs and 12.30hrs; liaise with the Church; organise the 
‘Road Closed’ barriers.  Parish Councillors considered various options regarding the procession 
of residents from the Memorial Hall to the War Memorial and how residents would stand during 
the service.  This would be discussed again at the October meeting of the Parish Council. 

 
 
Clerk 

  

11835/20   CiLCA Registration & Support for the Clerk  
Cllr. Rosher proposed, Cllr. Sydenham seconded and it was RESOLVED to pay for the Clerk’s 
registration on the CiLCA training course - £350.00.  All Agreed.  The course was a 12-month 
course with numerous modules and learning outcomes and estimated to take 200 hours to 
complete, with 75% of the hours being work based. 
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Cllr. Rosher proposed, Cllr. Law seconded and it was RESOLVED to facilitate study time for the 
Clerk – principally Fridays.  All Agreed. 

 

  

11836/20   Casual Vacancy  
The Clerk advised that Charfield Parish Council could now proceed with the Co-Option process 
to fill the current vacancy.  Cllr. Rosher proposed, Cllr. Ashe seconded and it was RESOLVED 
to advertise the vacancy via the Parish Council web site and Charfield Village Facebook Forum.  
All Agreed. 

 

  

11837/20   SGC Tree Planting in Charfield  
Unfortunately, the SGC Biodiversity Officer had been unable to join the Parish Council meeting.  
However, the Parish Council noted the report from the Officer regarding the planting of trees in 
various grassed amenity areas/verges around the Parish.  The Clerk was asked to contact the 
Officer to ascertain whether the Parish Council had any input in the species of trees to be used 
and offer a Microsoft Teams meeting to fully understand SGC’s plans. 

 
 
Clerk 
 
 

  

11838/20   Report of Meetings  
CEG Liaison Group – Wednesday 2nd September 2020 - The takeaway from this meeting was 
that these two unplanned drop-in development applications cannot bring sufficient financial 
investment to even begin to mitigate the demands of the significantly enlarged village. The M5 
junction plans are being downscaled and will not address the traffic flow that exists or is 
anticipated without these applications.  The school is not a given, and Charfield primary school 
is at capacity and the head teacher is concerned about the availability at adjacent schools 
because of other permitted developments in South Gloucestershire and SD.  The access point 
at Wotton Road remains a concern, with no attempt to control traffic flows and with a serious 
adverse impact to the green entrance to the village.  The access point at Little Bristol Lane was 
not even broached because so much time was spent debating how impossible the Wotton Road 
junction was.  The whole scenario increases carbon emissions, creates congestion and risk to 
pedestrians, cyclists, and vehicle drivers, and so far, nothing has been offered that addresses 
that. On site issues were generally not dealt with at this meeting. 

 

  

Charfield Infrastructure Discussion – SGC Officer – Thursday 3rd September 2020 – Cllr. Rosher 
and the Clerk had held a Microsoft Teams meeting with SGC’s Principal Community 
Infrastructure Officer and had stressed the Parish Council remained opposed to the proposed 
developments (CEG & Bloor).  The discussions had focused on how a larger Charfield, if we 
were to have one, would need more community facilities including a permanent Parish Council 
office, an under-12’s football pitch, indoor recreation facilities including badminton court, a 
facility for exhibitions, for meetings including large parish meetings, performance and 
presentation, toilets and sports changing rooms.  Generally, SGC’s policy was to offer the 
running and responsibility of a new community facility to the Parish Council, followed by a 
pecking order of other community organisations. The Chairman suggested the Parish Council 
would wish to take over such a facility which would offer it a permanent presence in the village 
as well as enable open access through having on-site staff.  It would engage with but seek not 
to directly compete with the offerings of the Memorial Hall and Playing Field, providing facilities 
that are not available or are over capacity elsewhere in the village.  Cllr. Rosher and the Clerk 
emphasised just how important the Memorial Hall was to the community and any additional 
facilities should complement the Hall.  The SGC Officer advised she had already spoken with 
the Chairman of the Hall Committee and would be contacting and speaking with other village 
organisations in due course.  Additionally, Cllr. Rosher and the Clerk advised there was in the 
region of £65,000 in CIL available to the Parish Council which could be spent on enhancing any 
future community facility depending on the timescale, however that would be a discussion to 
have with any developer at the time. 

 

  

Cllr. Rosher, Cllr. Threlfall and the Clerk had participated in the recent SGC Planning 
Enforcement training.  The valuable takeaway from this was that the Parish Council can add 
themselves as a complainant to an existing ongoing enforcement raised by someone else, and 
as such can be kept up to date on matters. 
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11839/20   Financial Matters  
The Clerk reported the following balances with the bank statements being witnessed via video 
screen by the Chairman – these would be signed at the next duly convened physical meeting. 

 

  

Current Account  £       500.00  (Statement No. 433 dated 1st September 2020)  
Business Reserve (1)  £  14,410.86 (Statement No. 222 dated 5th August 2020)  
Business Reserve (2)  £176,023.48 (Statement No. 328 dated 1st September 2020)  
  

The receipts and payments account on 8th September 2020 was noted.  
  

Cllr. Rosher proposed, Cllr. Threlfall seconded and it was RESOLVED to renew the Data 
Protection Registration via Direct Debit at a cost of £35.00.  All Agreed. 

 

  

11840/20   Accounts for Payment 
 

 

The Clerk reported the following accounts to be paid having previously verified them as 
accurate. 

 

  

Payee 
Chq 
No. 

Description 
Net VAT Gross 

£ £ £ 

Mrs. P. Evans SO Clerk's Salary - July £863.16 £0.00 £863.16 

Mrs. P. Evans SO Clerk's Salary - August £863.16 £0.00 £863.16 

HMRC 2981 Tax & NI £284.56 £0.00 £284.56 

ALCA 2982 Cllr. Training £60.00 £0.00 £60.00 

Net Support UK 2983 Business Licenses £130.80 £26.16 £156.96 

Net Support UK 2983 Audio Conferencing License £11.51 £2.30 £13.81 

ICO DD Data Protection License £35.00 £0.00 £35.00 

Mrs. P. Evans 2984 Mileage £50.40 £0.00 £50.40 

Mr. L. Parsons 2985 Room Hire - CNDP £81.90 £0.00 £81.90 

Avon Fencing 2000 2986 Little Bristol Lane Gates £1,110.00 £222.00 £1,332.00 

South Glos Council 2987 Localism Charges £511.23 £102.25 £613.48 

      £4,001.72 £352.71 £4,354.43 
 

 

  

Cllr. Law proposed, Cllr. Threlfall seconded and it was RESOLVED that the above accounts be 
paid.  All Agreed.  The Clerk would arrange for cheques to be signed. 

 

  

11842/20  Councillors Open Forum  
A query was raised regarding the field behind Woodlands Road and whether there was an 
official footpath across.  It was confirmed there was no official PROW across the field. 

 

  

It was acknowledged that OCH8/10 had been extinguished as an official PROW and was now a 
Permissive Footpath.  The route of the path was still shown on the new PROW map, but without 
a number.  The Clerk was asked to contact SGC for clarification as this path was still well used. 

 
Clerk 

  

The Clerk confirmed that CIL money had a time constraint of five years in which to be spent 
from the time it was received by the Parish Council.  Currently there were no exact plans for this 
money.  It would therefore be a sensible idea to start for formulate some ideas.  

 

 
This concluded the business of the meeting which closed at approximately 10.00pm. 
 
Next Meeting of Charfield Parish Council would to be the Parish Council Meeting to be held on Tuesday 
13th October 2020 at 7:30pm On-Line.   
 
 
Chairman                 Date                                         
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Clerk’s Report 

Presented to the on-line Parish Council Meeting on 8th September 
 
1. A letter of thanks was received from The West of England MS Therapy Centre who were “blown 

away” by the generosity of the £500 grant. 
 
2. Two requests for financial assistance were received over the summer – Great Western Air 

Ambulance Charity and Severn Area Rescue Association (Sharpness Lifeboat).  Both organisations 
were advised Charfield Parish Council operates a Grant Application Scheme which runs from 
October to December each year.  Application forms would be available via the PC web site at the 
beginning of October 2020. 

 
3. WAMA will be disbanding as of 5th September 2020 as the COVID-19 pandemic eases.  Since April 

2020 WAMA has delivered 291 boxes, providing food for 1,012 individuals (Wotton and surrounding 
areas).  Any residual funds will be distributed around local food banks (as per their constitution).  
Should the situation change over the autumn/winter 2020 and quarantine restrictions re-imposed, 
WAMA would be able to re-start.  A thank you email has been sent to WAMA for all their assistance 
to Charfield residents. 

 
4. In connection with 4. above and Cllr. O’Neill’s MAF Grant of £1,000, SGC has asked the Parish 

Council (as the Partnering Organisation) to complete a Monitoring Report on the project.  The Clerk 
therefore forwarded the report to WAMA who kindly completed it.  This has been forwarded to SGC.   

 
5. All Parish Councils were advised of a petition on the Government web site regarding the saving of 

hedgerows.  This was circulated to all Parish Councillors, Neighbourhood Plan Team, Fighting for 
Charfield Group and placed on the village Facebook forum. 

 
6. As of 31st July 2020, Wickwar Quarry became part of the Breedon UK Group (trading as Pinnacle 

Construction Materials.  The Parish Council’s contacts via the Liaison Group will remain 
unchanged.  The proposed extension of the quarry was put on hold during the divestment, but the 
application is now back on track and Breedon will advise the Liaison Group of the updated timetable 
in due course. 

 
7. A resident reported faded ‘Give Way’ road markings at the junction of Underhill Road and Manor 

Lane (Berkeley Close end).  This was reported to SGC via the ‘Report-It’ page. 
 

8. The overgrown permissive footpath (formerly OCH8) has been reported to Network Rail.  
 

9. Thanks to work by Cllrs. Rosher and Threlfall, the new Parish Council .gov.uk web site it up and 
running, there are a dozen people ‘following’.  Cllr. Rosher will provide the Clerk with some training 
on the use of Wordpress. 

 
10. The replacement gates to the Memorial Hall Playing Fields have been installed. 

 
11. The Clerk was contacted by a retired member of the old Charfield Tennis Club who had come 

across some paperwork (old agendas and minutes).  The member didn’t want the paperwork to be 
lost, so the Clerk has picked it up from Wotton, sorted through it and archived it. 

 
12. SGC has advised Charfield Parish Council of their tree planting schedule for various grassed/green 

areas around the Parish.  SGC will be consulting with residents adjacent to the chosen areas. 
 

13. NALC and SLCC have just advised they have reached agreement on new pay scales as from 1st 
April 2020 – an increase of 2.75%.  As with all increases, the annual pay award is not an automatic 
right, but is up to the individual Parish Councils to resolve to adopt.  The Clerk will put this on the 
October 2020 agenda for resolution.  If adopted this would be an increase of 36p per hour. 
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14. Parish Councillors have been considering ANPR cameras (such 

as those in Kingswood) to address the issue of speeding along 
the Wotton Road through the village.  As part of an investigation 
into speed awareness equipment for another Parish Council, the 
Clerk has discovered that a local firm hire out a Portable Speed 
Radar.  This unit can track the speed of any oncoming vehicle 
and flash a warning if they are exceeding the speed limit.  
Information can then be downloaded, providing valuable 
quantifiable data that can help drive further traffic management 
initiatives forward.  The data also contains the number of 
vehicles using the road.  The cost of hiring such a unit is £120 
for a minimum seven-day period, plus £20 each for collection 
and delivery. 

 
 

 


