
CHARFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

CLERK’S REPORT 
 

 
Presented to the on-line Parish Council Meeting on 11th May 2021 

 
1. The death of HRH the Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh was announced on Friday 9th April 

2021.  An official eight-day period of mourning was in place, concluding on 17th April 2021.  
Due to COVID-19 restrictions there will be no physical books of condolence with everyone 
being encouraged to pass on their condolences via on-line books on the South 
Gloucestershire Council web site or https://www.royal.uk/.  The funeral will take place on 
Saturday 17th April 2021 at St. George’s Chapel, Windsor.  Charfield Parish Council has 
added a message of condolence via the SGC site.  In light of this, all Parish Councils were 
advised to cancel their April meetings if they fell within the official eight-day mourning period. 

 
2. Stopping-Up Order, New Street – Following the Planning Inspectorate inquiry held (on-line) 

on 17th February 2021, the application for the Stopping-Up Order at 38 New Street was 
rejected.   
 

3. Licence – Bus Shelter/Seat, junction New Street/Wotton Road – The Clerk has raised the 
Parish Council’s query concerning the permitted depth of the holes to site the bus shelter.  A 
response is awaited. 

 
4. Licence – Parcel of land on New Street adjacent to the railway line – The Clerk has raised 

the Parish Council’s query concerning encroachment of the land from neighbouring 
properties.  A response is awaited. 

 
5. ALCA circulated an email regarding a “Community Carbon Calculator”.  This is some new 

research out of Exeter University and the Centre for Sustainable Energy based in Bristol.  It 
allows comparisons between Parishes and nationally although the accuracy of comparisons 
is open to interpretation. 

 
6. Cllr. Law alerted the Clerk and Cllr. O’Neill to an article in the Yate & Sodbury Voice 

publication that said SGC would be resurfacing Manor Lane.  Cllr. O’Neill has confirmed 
SGC will be undertaking a small micro asphalt programme on some streets within the Manor 
Lane/Underhill Road estate.  The work is preventative and includes some pre-patching and 
then a 15mm top-coat of material.  Roads affected – Avon Road, Berkeley Close, Manor 
Lane (part), Orchard Close and Underhill Road (part).  As yet, no dates have been confirmed 
and it is anticipated the work should take 3-4 days.  Any temporary road closure notices will 
be sent shortly. 

 
7. A resident of the Crest Nicholson development contacted the Clerk regarding the vehicular 

damage to the grass verge at the entrance.  The Clerk advised the resident this had already 
been reported to SGC via Cllr. O’Neill. 

 
8. The Clerk was contacted by a resident and Wotton TC on the subject of allotments.  The 

Clerk advised that unfortunately Charfield Parish Council did not own/manage any allotments 
in the Parish.  The only allotments available were on the Bellway and Crest Nicholson 
developments, managed by separate management companies, with first priority being given 
to those residents. 

 
9. The elections on 6th May 2021 returned a Labour West of England Combined Authority 

Mayor – Mr. Daniel Norris. 
 

10. An inordinate amount of time has been spent by the Clerk over recent weeks attempting to 
reconcile the Government’s Four-Step Approach to the easing of lockdown and the 
implications surrounding on-line and physical meetings.  At all times, the health and safety of 
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Parish Councillors, the PC’s employee and members of the public have been in the forefront 
of any advice delivered. This will be discussed further under agenda item 17. 

 
11. The Clerk was contacted by a resident who was concerned they had not received a voting 

card for the Charfield Neighbourhood Development Plan Referendum on 6th May.  The Clerk 
contacted SGC Electoral Services who advised the CNDP cards had gone out separately 
from the WECA Mayoral voting cards.  Should the resident not receive anything by Saturday 
1st May, they should contact SGC directly.  The Clerk posted this information on the Charfield 
Village Facebook Forum. 

 
12. A definitive map has been received from SGC regarding the areas of open space/hedges 

and shrub beds covered by the Localism Charges.  It would appear that the hedges on the 
open space off Manor Lane are the responsibility of SGC.  The Clerk has now emailed SGC 
to highlight the poor standard of recent cuts. 

 
13. Following instruction, the Clerk contacted SGC to enquiry about the ownership of a strip of 

land on Woodlands Road, expressing concern that the land may be appropriated.  The 
parcel of land in question belonged to SGC.  The SGC Places Community Officer attended 
and advised the fence had been re-erected along the original boundary line, however there 
were a few flowerpots on the land.  SGC was enquiring whether the Parish Council wished 
these to be removed. 

 
14. Parish Councillors were advised of a Licensing Application for the new Bridge Café.  The 

Chairman has invited the tenant to the May Parish Council meeting to brief the Parish 
Council on the application. 

 
15. SGC’s Regulatory Committee has commenced a limited community governance review in a 

small number of areas within South Gloucestershire.  There is an opportunity for parish and 
town areas to request consideration for inclusion within the review.  A community 
governance review looks at perishing arrangements such internal parish ward boundaries, 
the number of councillors, changes to external parish boundaries, creating new parish areas 
and amalgamating parish areas.  Please advise the Clerk if there is anything Charfield Parish 
Council would like included in the review.  

 
 

 
Paula Evans 
Clerk 
10th May 2021 
 


