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Parish Council Meeting 
Tuesday 9th March 2021 

 
Detailed below is information available to the Clerk in relation to the following agenda items. 
 

 

Item  

5. Clerk’s Report 

 Forwarded to Cllrs. separately 

6. Cllr. John O’Neill, SGC Representative 

 Cllr. O’Neill will provide a verbal report. 

7. Planning Applications 

 All Parish Councillors to ensure they are familiar with the applications prior to the meeting. 

 a. P21/00835/F | Demolition of existing day room and erection of outbuilding to form new day 
room (retrospective) | Appletrees, New Street, Charfield, GL12 8ES. 

 b. P21/00933/F | Erection of first floor extension to form additional living accommodation | 19 
New Street, Charfield, GL12 8ES. 

8. Planning Decisions & Other Matters 

 a. P20/10509/F | Installation of outdoor gym and tarmac path to provide access to outdoor 
facilities | Charfield Memorial Hall, Wotton Road, GL12 8SR | APPROVE WITH 
CONDITIONS. 

9. Planning Enforcement Matters 

 Nothing to report. 

10. Charfield Neighbourhood Plan 

 An email has been received from SGC Strategic Planning Policy & Specialist Advice Team 
advising that the Neighbourhood Plan Referendum will be run on 6th May 2021.  Cllr. Rosher 
will provide further information. 

11. Reports of Meetings 

 Cllrs. to provide verbal reports of any meetings attended. 

12. Charfield Burial Ground 

 a. All in order.  The ‘Dogs on Lead’ sign has been ordered.  The updated Rules & 
Regulations have been printed off, laminated, and will be put in the Notice Board.  The 
Clerk has begun to send out the updated Rules & Regulations to plot holders by post and 
email.  KLH has made a start on the rebuilding of the roadside wall (stones have been 
graded).  A Churchend Lane resident (retired carpenter) has approached the Parish 
Council with an offer to rebuild/repair the wishing well that has now substantially 
deteriorated.  The repairs would be done in seasoned Oak.  The Clerk has provisionally 
accepted the offer and also offered for the Parish Council to pay for the materials.     

 b. As Cllrs. will be aware, it has proved difficult to find a contractor who is able to undertake 
the entire project for the installation of the Oak shelter within the burial ground 
(groundworks, provision of structure and landscaping).  One quote has been received 
from a Charfield based company for the entire project at £16,856 plus VAT.  The Clerk 
contacted another company based in Gloucester, but our project was too small for their 
consideration.  The Clerk also enquired of the current grounds maintenance contractor, 
but the project was too big.  Please see page 5 for the specification. 
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Charfield Parish Council’s Financial Regulation 11 (h) requires that three quotes shall be 
obtained for works less than £50,000 but above £3,000.  An attempt has been made to 
obtain the three quotes, but due to the size and specialist nature of the project this has 
proved difficult.  Therefore, in order to progress this specialist project, it is proposed to 
waive Financial Regulation 11 (h) and state the reasons as per Financial Regulation 11 
(d).  Your resolution is required. 

 c. An application for an additional headstone inscription has been received in connection 
with the late Mrs. E. Frankham.  The inscription will read - 

ENID EILEEN 
FRANKHAM 
3RD JAN. 1932 – 11TH JULY 2020 
REUNITED 

13. Charfield Youth Project 

 a. Cllrs. Glasgow/Newns to give a verbal report/update. 

14. Charfield Village Hall & Playing Fields CIO 

 a. Cllr. Threlfall as the Parish Council’s appointed representative to provide verbal 
report/update. 

 b. The Clerk has arranged for the Public Notice to be advertised in the Wotton Times as 
from 5th March 2021.  As the Wotton Times is a monthly news journal the Parish Council 
will comply with the requirement for the Public Notice to be advertised for two consecutive 
weeks.  The Public Notice has also been uploaded to the Parish Council’s web site with 
an explanation why the Notice is required.  

 For your information – the Clerk has been advised the Hall Trustees have now received a firm 
quote for their preferred play equipment design and are happy to give the Parish Council a 
short presentation.  Cllrs. may wish to arrange a separate meeting with Hall Trustees to 
confirm and understand the plans for the playing field and how the Parish Council may 
continue to financially support the plans. 

15. Meeting Dates for 2021/2022 

 a. The Coronavirus Act 2020 will come to an end at midnight on 6th May 2021.  This will 
mean that Parish Council meetings will no longer be permitted to be held on-line and 
would have to revert to physical meetings.  There is a great deal of conversation going on 
between Clerks as to the legality and authority of continuing to hold on-line meetings after 
6th May 2021.  NALC and the SLCC have asked Parish Councils to write to their MP and 
are canvassing Government to request an extension and/or consider bringing into 
legislation the possibility of hybrid meetings (both on-line and physical).   

The Four-Step Approach to the easing of Lockdown restrictions began with Step 1 on 8th 
March and although the ‘Rule of 6’ or two households were allowed to mix outdoors there 
was no permitted social mixing indoors;  Step 2 is due to be implemented on 12th April 
where again the ‘Rule of 6’ is still in place with no households mixing indoors; Step 3 is 
due to commence no earlier then 17th May where the social mixing outdoors is increased 
to 30 persons, but the ‘Rule of 6’ or 2 households is implemented for indoor mixing; Step 
4 is planned to start no earlier than 21st June when it is hoped that all limits on socialising 
both outdoor and indoor are lifted.  Parish Council meetings are public meetings and as 
you can see from the Four Step Approach there is an incompatibility between 6th May and 
the 21st June. 

The Chairman has written to our MP Luke Hall who happens to be the Minister 
responsible for this legislation.  A response has been received from Mr. Hall – 
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 “I appreciate you sharing Charfield Parish Council’s views on the matter. I am actually the 
 Minister responsible for this change and have received numerous representations from 
 individual local authorities and sector representative organisations making the case for 
 the continuation of remote meetings beyond 7 May 2021. As with your own email, the 
 arguments have been well made and are understood”. 
  

 “At the moment there is no option under the Coronavirus Act 2020 to extend the current 
 regulations allowing councils to meet remotely or in hybrid form, as the legislation 
 contains a limitation date of 7 May 2021. Therefore, an extension applying to all councils 
 covered by the current regulations would therefore require primary legislation. While there 
 is considerable pressure on the Government’s legislative programme at this time, I can 
 assure you the Government is carefully considering next steps in this area. I can again 
 assure you however, the arguments have been very well made”.  

 It is therefore a case of ‘wait and see’.  However, Parish Councils must continue to make 
 plans for their monthly ordinary meetings and the Annual Parish Meeting.  The May 
 meeting is the Annual Parish Council meeting where the Chairman is  elected for the 
 following year.  In 2020 this legal requirement was suspended by the Coronavirus Act 
 2020. 

 b. Proposed dates for 2021/22, assuming second Tuesday of the month commencing at 
7.30pm – 

Tuesday 13th April 2021 
Tuesday 11th May 2021 – Annual Parish Council Meeting 
Tuesday 8th June 2021 
Tuesday 13th July 2021 
Tuesday 14th September 2021 
Tuesday 12th October 2021 
Tuesday 9th November 2021 
Tuesday 14th December 2021 
Wednesday 5th January 2022 – Annual Budget Meeting 
Tuesday 11th January 2022 
Tuesday 8th February 2022 
Tuesday 8th March 2022 

The Clerk has contacted the Hall to enquire about availability of the main hall from 11th 
May onwards.  Unfortunately, the main hall is booked for the Youth Group on Tuesday 
evenings.  The Lounge may be considered a little small to safely cater for a public Parish 
Council meeting, therefore the Clerk has contacted the Foundation Rooms to see if they 
can offer anything. 

 c. The Local Government Act 1972 states the Annual Parish Meeting must take place 
between 1st March and 1st June (inclusive).  This is the annual meeting of the registered 
electorate for the area and not a Parish Council meeting.  Additionally, the LGA 1972 
states it may be called by the Parish Council Chairman, any two Parish Cllrs. or by six of 
the electors for the parish.  Seven clear days’ notice must be given for the Annual Parish 
Meeting.  If the Chairman is present at the meeting, he must chair the meeting.  There is 
no set/fixed agenda, nor is there any legal requirement for the Parish Council to take any 
action following any outcome from the Annual Parish Meeting.  As local authorities are still 
able to take advantage of the Coronavirus Act 2020, many Parish Councils have decided 
to hold a virtual Annual Parish Meeting before 6th May.  Your resolution is required.  

16. SGC Planting Licences 

 The draft Planting Licence 85/188 for the bench/bus stop at the corner of New Street/Wotton 
Road has been received from SGC.  SGC has asked the Parish Council to mark on the plan 
the exact area the Parish Council wish to maintain.  There is however a question over the 
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stipulated depth of any holes dug – 0.45m.  This would appear to be of insufficient depth for 
the siting of a bus shelter, even according to SGC Bus Shelter specifications.  Your 
resolution is required. 

 The Parish Council had made enquiries about the triangular parcel of land on New Street 
adjacent to the railway line (Minute 11878/20 refers).  A draft Planting Licence 81/25 has 
been received.  However, the plan attached to the licence is not particularly clear and focuses 
on the Farm Lees area rather than the parcel of land.  Your resolution is required as to how 
to proceed with this Licence. 

17. “No Mow May” Plantlife Campaign 

 The Parish Council has been approached by Cllr. Braun of Stroud District Council regarding 
the “No Mow May” campaign – Wotton Area Climate Action Network is also supporting the 
campaign and would like Charfield to join in – please see link 
https://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/about-us/news/no-mow-may-how-to-get-ten-times-more-bees-on-
your-lockdown-lawn 

 The purpose of the campaign is to help wildflowers to grow, by not doing any mowing for a 
month (or longer), which can result in enough nectar for ten times more bees and other 
pollinators.  It will also help with identifying species rich verges.  The Climate Action Network 
would like Charfield Parish Council to - 
 

• Promoting No Mow May to local residents in the parish – encouraging them to stop 
mowing a portion of their lawn (to promote wildflower growth) 

 

• To change the mowing arrangements for the green spaces and any verges that we 
own/manage – to stop mowing for the month of May (and longer if desired). 

Charfield Parish Council is not responsible for any verges around the parish except the layby 
and shrub bed on Manor Lane.  At the Burial Ground we have the wildflower area that is 
basically left alone during the growing season.  Your resolution is required. 

18. Financial Matters 

 The monthly financial report and receipts and payments account will be sent separately as 
soon as an up-to-date bank statement is received. 

 
 
Paula Evans 
Clerk 
4th March 2021 

https://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/about-us/news/no-mow-may-how-to-get-ten-times-more-bees-on-your-lockdown-lawn
https://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/about-us/news/no-mow-may-how-to-get-ten-times-more-bees-on-your-lockdown-lawn
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Agenda Item 12 – Burial Ground, Item b 
 
Specification for Works – £16,856 plus VAT 
 

• Excavate into the bank creating a level area of approximately 3.5m x 5m. 
 

• Excavate and concrete 6 no. foundation pads ready to receive the Oak frame.  
Further reduce the area of the shelter by 150mm and install 150mm of well 
compacted by 1 stone to form a solid base. 

 

• All excavated spoil would be stored onsite to the area up the bank from the new 
shelter.  The spoil and waste stone/concrete would be buried on site.  All of the 
saved spoil to be graded out and banked down to the new shelter base. 

 

• Paving slabs would complete the base of the shelter for which a sum of £900 has 
been allowed.  An alternative finish could be considered if required. 

 

• Once the groundworks have finished, the new Oak shelter would be installed on 
reconstituted stone staddles.  The shelter would be constructed in green Oak with 
green Oak rafters (as per approved plans).  Softwood battens would be used and 
then cedar shingles for the roof covering. 


