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CHARFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the On-Line Ordinary Meeting of Charfield Parish Council held on  
Tuesday 15th December 2020 

commencing at 7.30pm 

PRESENT 

Parish Councillors: Mr. M. Rosher, Mrs. J. Ashe, Mr. S. Ashe, Mrs. W. Glasgow, Mrs. J. Law, Mrs. N. 
Newns, Mr. T. Parker and Mr. A. Threlfall 
Clerk: Mrs. Paula Evans 
Public: No members of the public were present 
 Action 

Due to the Clerk’s absence, the meeting originally due to be held on 8th December 2020 had 
been postponed. 

 

  
11882/20   To note Apologies for Absence & Acceptance of Reasons  
Apologies were received from Cllr. J. O’Neill.   
  

11883/20   Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda  
There were no Declarations of Interest.  
  

11884/20   Public Participation  
There was no public participation.  
  

11885/20   To Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting  
Cllr. J. Ashe proposed, Cllr. Glasgow seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes 
of the Ordinary remote meeting of Charfield Parish Council, held on Tuesday 13th November 
2020 as a true and accurate record of the meeting.  All Agreed.  The Chairman would sign the 
Minutes at the next duly convened physical meeting. 

 

  

11886/20   Co-Option of a Parish Councillor  
No applications had been received.  The Clerk would re-advertise the vacancy. Clerk 
  
11887/20   To receive the Clerk’s Report  
The Clerk had circulated a copy of her report which was taken as read.  A copy of this report is 
appended to these Minutes. 

 

  

11888/20   Report from Cllr. J. O’Neill, South Gloucestershire Council Representative  
Cllr. O’Neill had provided a report from the 8th December 2020 meeting.  
  
Manor Lane Junction Improvements – This has been out for Consultation.  The junction is quite 
wide, so a pedestrian refuge was requested by responders.  SGC consider the junction was not 
wide enough to accommodate a pedestrian refuge, and as an alternative suggested the 
pavement be built up.  This went out for consultation again, but the majority of responses were 
objections – concerns were raised about whether the bus would be able to navigate the junction 
– the bus company had not raised any concerns.   

 

  

Charfield Railway Station – The Feasibility Study was now concluded – this was not a final 
decision as further details have to be concluded.  There is still a great deal of work to be done 
both with the outline and full business cases.  The re-opening has nothing to do with the number 
of houses proposed for development.  This project will be completed by the WECA.  Was also 
mention of the car park which involves third-party landowners.  There should be another public 
consultation before submission of the full business case in the Spring of 2021.   

 

  
Parish Councillors queried when the new COVID-19 vaccine would be available to residents.  It 
was confirmed the procedure was to work down from the elderly and most clinically vulnerable 
and then down through the age groups.  Residents would be invited for their inoculation.   

 

  
Parish Councillors queried the provision of grit bins – particularly by the footbridge over the  
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railway line.  Following enquiries, it was understood SGC do not support this facility particularly 
on primary gritting routes.  Cllr. O’Neill was not aware this was SGC’s policy.  
  
Parish Councillors queried the Local Plan Consultation – upon reading, it would appear the 
current consultation focuses on development of the urban area.  Cllr. O’Neill advised that a great 
deal would depend on the available sites.   

 

  

11889/20   Planning Applications  
P20/23035/RVC | Variation of condition 4 attached to permission PT13/2534/RVC to increase 
the maximum number of children cared for to 63.  Change of use from residential (Class C3) to 
children’s day nursery (Class D1) as defined in the Town & Country Planning (Use Classes) 
Order 1987 (as amended) to include erection of a single storey front and side extension.  
Conversion of attached garage and workshop.  Construction of vehicular access, associated 
parking and works to trees | Hillside, Charfield Hill, Charfield, GL12 8LH | NO OBJECTIONS but 
to comment the Parish Council does have concerns about the level of increased traffic along 
Charfield Hill, which increases congestion and therefore the levels of air pollution. 

 

  

P20/22924/F | Erection of 1 no. yurt (Class E) | Hillside, Charfield Hill, Charfield, GL12 8LH | NO 
OBJECTIONS, however, to comment that some form of road barrier protection should be 
considered as the location of the yurt is lower than the level of the road. 

 

  

P20/23505/F | Erection of two storey rear extension to form additional living accommodation | 3 
Newtown, Charfield, GL12 8TF | NO OBJECTIONS. 

 

  

P20/23847/F | Installation of flat roof dormer to the rear and 2 no. gable ended front dormers to 
facilitate loft conversion | Pound View, Churchend Lane, Charfield, GL12 8LJ | NO 
OBJECTIONS. 

 

  

11890/20   Planning Decisions & Other Matters   
P20/18079/F | Erection of single storey side and rear extension to provide additional living 
accommodation | 31 Farm Lees, Charfield, GL12 8JA | APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS. 

 

  

P20/20457/F | Erection of single storey rear extension to provide additional living 
accommodation | Selbourne House, Horsford Road, Charfield, GL12 8SU | APPROVE WITH 
CONDITIONS. 

 

  
P20/21344/F | Erection of 1 no. attached dwelling with access and associated works | 69 Manor 
Lane, Charfield, GL12 8TL | REFUSAL. 

 

  

11891/20   Planning Enforcement Matters  
It was noted that SGC Enforcement Officers had obtained access to the Appletrees site to 
investigate. 

 

  
11892/20   Charfield Neighbourhood Plan  
The Parish Council noted the Independent Planning Inspector had reviewed the Charfield 
Neighbourhood Plan.  The Inspector has suggested that several policies contained within the 
document be change to aspirations.  The Charfield Neighbourhood Plan Team had written back 
to the Inspector stating their disappointment at his suggestions and asked whether there was 
any further room for discussion. 

 

  

11893/20   Reports of Meetings  
The Chairman and Clerk reported their attendance at the recent Breedon (formerly Cemex) 
Liaison Group on-line Meeting.  Business had been slow at the beginning of the pandemic, but 
the quarry was now operating normally.  Since the changeover from Cemex to Breedon 
business had continued as normal.  The recent blast that was heard throughout Charfield was 
considered to be because of wind direction and weather conditions. 

 

  

11894/20   Charfield Burial Ground  
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The Clerk was searching for an additional company able to provide a quote to undertake the 
Oak structure project in its entirety. 

 

  

Following a recent visit to the Burial Ground, a Cllr. had been approached by a bereaved family 
member who was dismayed about inappropriate Christmas decorations and flashing lights that 
had been placed on a nearby plot.  The Parish Council noted that generally, there appeared to 
be an increase in the use of plastic flowers and plastic plot adornments which was contrary to 
the Parish Council’s principles for the Burial Ground - Charfield Parish Council wished for the 
Burial Ground to be as natural a facility as possible.  Therefore, following discussion, Cllr. Parker 
proposed, Cllr. Threlfall seconded and it was RESOLVED to amend the Rules & Regulations to 
include that no plastic flowers and/or plot adornments (including flashing lights) were permitted 
within Charfield Burial Ground.  All Agreed.  The Clerk was then asked to write to all Exclusive 
Right of Burial Owners to advise of the amendment to the Rules & Regulations.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 

  
It was also noted during a recent visit that one of the burial plots has widened and was 
encroaching on the adjacent plot and limiting the grass path between the two plots.  The Clerk 
was asked to write to the Exclusive Right of Burial Owner to request that the plot be returned to 
the original size.   

 
Clerk 

  

Cllr. Rosher proposed, Cllr. J. Ashe seconded and it was RESOLVED to retrospectively approve 
the placing of an ashes tablet within Charfield Burial Ground for the late Mr. Hannigan.  All 
Agreed. 

 

  

The composting bins at the bottom of the Burial Ground needed attention.  The Clerk was asked 
to approach KLH Landscaping to effect repairs.   

Clerk 

  

11895/20   Charfield National Schools Foundation Charity No. 311587  

Cllr. Threlfall proposed, Cllr. S. Ashe seconded and it was RESOLVED to appoint Mr. M. 
Cheskin as the Parish Council’s representative on the Charfield National Schools Foundation 
Charity until further notice.  Mr. Cheskin would provide the Parish Council with update reports. 

 

  

11896/20   Charfield Youth Civic Award Scheme  
The Clerk has prepared several promotional documents for the Award Scheme which have been 
circulated to Cllrs for their comment.  Cllr. Threlfall proposed, Cllr. S. Ashe seconded and it was 
RESOLVED to adopt these documents.  All Agreed.  The Clerk would begin to promote this 
new Scheme in the New Year. 

 
 
Clerk 

  

The Clerk had prepared a breakdown of costs for the Scheme including the purchase of Shields, 
engraved pen sets, embossed paper etc.  Cllr. Newns proposed, Cllr. J. Ashe seconded and it 
was RESOLVED to accept the costs, minus the purchase of the Shields.  All Agreed. 

 
Clerk 

  

11897/20   Charfield Youth Project  
Cllr. Glasgow provided a verbal update.  The CYP bank account had now been set-up; Cllr. 
Glasgow would shortly be meeting with a local builder to discuss preliminary plans for a 
permanent building (by the skate park in the playing field); ownership of this land would need to 
be confirmed; Cllr. Glasgow thanked Cllr. Newns for her continued support of the CYP; the CYP 
would be thinking about developing a five-year plan which would include providing support for 
younger children and disabled children.   

 

  

The Parish Council noted receipt of a 2020/21 Grant Application for £13,000 and a proposed 
Service Level Agreement between CYP and Charfield Parish Council.  Following discussions 
Cllr. Rosher proposed, Cllr. J. Ashe seconded and it was RESOLVED to postpone any decision 
on the SLA until further detailed information had been provided.  All Agreed.  

 

  
In view of the above decision, the 2020/21 Grant Application was also deferred.  

  

11898/20   Charfield Memorial Hall  
Cllr. Threlfall declared an interest in this agenda item and took no part in the discussions or 
voting. 
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VWV formally responded to the Parish Council via email on Tuesday 24th November 2020 
setting out the amendments to the Land Registry TR1 form.  This correspondence was forward 
to Parish Councillors for their attention.  Additionally, VWV is looking into S.127 (disposal of PC 
owned land) of the Local Government Act 1972 and whether the Parish Council is required to 
comply with that piece of legislation.  It is currently unclear whether the PC would have to 
comply as the PC was ‘holding’ the land rather than ‘owned’ the land.  If it is advised that the PC 
‘owned’ the land, then they would have to advertise in a local newspaper that the intention was 
to dispose of said land and obtain permission from the Secretary of State.  Further advice is 
awaited from VWV. 

 

  
VWV had completed a new TR1 form for the transfer of the title from the Parish Council to the 
Memorial Hall CIO.  In the views of VWV this form now complied with all information required by 
Land Registry.  After reviewing the form, Cllr. Glasgow proposed, Cllr. J. Ashe seconded and it 
was RESOLVE to adopt this revised TR1 form.  All Agreed.  

 

  
Following discussion, Cllr. Rosher proposed, Cllr. Parker seconded and it was RESOLVED that 
Cllrs. Law and Newns would be appointed to sign the TR1 form on behalf of the Parish Council 
and witnessed by the Clerk.  All Agreed. 

 

  

11899/20   Financial Matters  
The Clerk reported the following balances.  Statements would be verified at the next meeting.  
  

Current Account  £       500.00  (Statement No. 436 dated 1st December 2020)  
Business Reserve (1)  £  14,411.22 (Statement No. 225 dated 5th November 2020)  
Business Reserve (2)  £200,610.87 (Statement No. 331 dated 1st December 2020)  
  

The receipts and payments account on 8th December 2020 was noted.  
  

The Clerk was having difficulty downloading the additional bank signatory mandate from the 
National Westminster Bank web site.  The web site was saying the Parish Council’s Adobe 
software was not the latest version, but when the Clerk tried to download the ‘latest version’, it 
said the latest version was already downloaded.  The Clerk will continue to pursue. 

 
 
 
Clerk 

  

The Parish Council would be holding their annual budget meeting on-line on Wednesday 6th 
January 2021. 

 

  

Cllr. Rosher proposed, Cllr. Parker seconded and it was RESOLVED to increase the spending 
limit from £300 to £330 in connection with Minute 11877/20 to purchase a Parish Council tablet.  
All Agreed. 

 

  

11900/20   Accounts for Payment 
 

 

The Clerk reported the following accounts to be paid having previously verified them as 
accurate. 

 

  

Payee 
Chq 
No. 

Description 
Net VAT Gross 

£ £ £ 

Mrs. P. Evans SO Clerk's Salary - October £863.16 £0.00 £863.16 

HMRC 2996 Tax & NI £142.28 £0.00 £142.28 

Mrs. P. Evans 2997 Clerk's Expenses - iPad £329.00 £0.00 £329.00 

Lexis Nexus 2998 Publication £119.00 £0.00 £119.00 

South Glos Council 2999 Localism Charges £511.23 £102.25 £613.48 

Charfield Memorial Hall 3000 Room Hire - Youth Project £360.50 £0.00 £360.50 

KLH Landscaping 3001 Burial Ground - Add. Cut £84.00 £0.00 £84.00 

      £2,409.17 £102.25 £2,511.42 
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Cllr. Parker proposed, Cllr. Threlfall seconded and it was RESOLVED that the above accounts 
be paid.  All Agreed.  The Clerk would arrange for cheques to be signed. 

 

  

11901/20  Councillors Open Forum  
Cllr. Threlfall reported that Christmas Hampers were being prepared by a voluntary village 
organisation for distribution to struggling families and the elderly. 

 

  
Cllr. Rosher reported that during a recent spate of icy weather some of the footpaths around the 
village had become treacherous and the Clerk had been asked to request SGC to provide 
additional bins and grit.  It would appear that it is not SGC policy to provide grit bins along their 
primary gritting routes – the Wotton Road through Charfield is one of those ‘primary routes’.   

 

 
This concluded the business of the meeting which closed at approximately 21:52 hrs. 
 
Next Meeting of Charfield Parish Council would to be the Annual Budget Meeting to be held on 
Wednesday 6th January 2021at 7:30pm On-Line.   
 
 
Chairman                 Date                                         

 

Clerk’s Report 
Presented to the on-line Parish Council Meeting on 15th December 2020 

 
1. My sincere apologies for being unable to attend the planned Parish Council meeting on 8th 

December 2020 due to illness and appreciate Parish Councillors deferring the meeting by a week. 
  

2. The nationwide ‘lockdown’ finished at midnight on 1st December 2020 – South Gloucestershire had 
been placed in Tier 3 restrictions.  As at 27th November 2020, there were 164.8 cases of COVID-19 
per 100,000 population compared with the national average of 157.33 cases per 100,000 
population. 
 

3. The Clerk was contacted by a resident enquiring about the availability of allotments within Charfield.  
The Clerk advised the resident the Parish Council was not responsible for any allotments – the only 
allotments were on the Crest Nicholson and Bellway developments and privately managed.  The 
resident had contacted another Parish Council and had been advised that a Parish Council had the 
ability to ‘compulsorily purchase’ land for such use.  Unfortunately, the resident had been given 
inaccurate information – a Parish Council does not itself have the ‘power’ to compulsorily purchase 
land, but it does have the ‘power’ (Local Government Act 1972 s.125) to ask the Local Authority to 
consider compulsory purchase.  Any such compulsory purchase would require a signed Order of 
Government. 

 

4. The Chairman and Clerk attended the on-line Breedon (formerly Cemex) Liaison Group meeting on 
24th November 2020. 

 

5. Ref Minute 11872/20 - The Chairman and Clerk met on-line with a representative of the Charfield 
Neighbourhood Plan Development Team.  Following discussions and input from both the CNPD 
and Parish Council a formal response was agreed which would be sent to the appointed Inspector 
(Mr. Ashcroft) by 23rd November 2020. 
 

6. Ref Minute 11877/20 – Unfortunately, John Lewis has sold out of the iPads at a cost of £299, 
therefore, the Clerk obtained approval to increase the spending for the Parish Council tablet by £30 
to £330.  The tablet had been ordered and received and was currently being set up.  Both the old 
Parish Council Dell laptop and Microsoft Surface tablet have been wiped of all information and 
donated to the village primary school. 

 

7. Ref Minute 11878/20 – the Clerk is currently trying to speak with SGC. 
 

8. The Clerk has successfully booked onto the following training courses - Risk Management, 
Budgeting, Internal Controls and VAT.  All with take place during December and January 2021. 
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9. A query had been raised by some residents regarding the waste management/recycling activities at 
Watsome Farm (just across the county border) and the lack of any formal notification.  Charfield 
Parish Council was advised, as an ‘adjoining parish’ under Gloucestershire County Council 
planning application 19/0069/STMAJW in December 2019.  This was placed on the Parish 
Council’s agenda for January 2020.  The Clerk had communicated with GCC regarding the lack of 
planning information on their web site at the time.  Unfortunately, by the time of the Parish Council’s 
meeting, GCC had already determined their response and the application was closed.  The Clerk 
has looked at the GCC web site (2nd December 2020), Kingswood PC, Stroud DC and Natural 
England all had no objections and the Environment Agency had reiterated safety rules and 
regulations.  The Clerk understands an extension has been agreed until the 23rd December 2020 
for any comments to be made to the Lead Commissioner at GCC. 

 


