
CHARFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

CLERK’S REPORT 
 

 
Presented to the on-line Parish Council Meeting on 15th December 2020 

 
1. My sincere apologies for being unable to attend the planned Parish Council meeting on 8th 

December 2020 due to illness and appreciate Parish Councillors deferring the meeting by a 
week. 
  

2. The nationwide ‘lockdown’ finished at midnight on 1st December 2020 – South 
Gloucestershire had been placed in Tier 3 restrictions.  As at 27th November 2020, there 
were 164.8 cases of COVID-19 per 100,000 population compared with the national average 
of 157.33 cases per 100,000 population. 
 

3. The Clerk was contacted by a resident enquiring about the availability of allotments within 
Charfield.  The Clerk advised the resident the Parish Council was not responsible for any 
allotments – the only allotments were on the Crest Nicholson and Bellway developments and 
privately managed.  The resident had contacted another Parish Council and had been 
advised that a Parish Council had the ability to ‘compulsorily purchase’ land for such use.  
Unfortunately, the resident had been given inaccurate information – a Parish Council does 
not itself have the ‘power’ to compulsorily purchase land, but it does have the ‘power’ (Local 
Government Act 1972 s.125) to ask the Local Authority to consider compulsory purchase.  
Any such compulsory purchase would require a signed Order of Government. 

 

4. The Chairman and Clerk attended the on-line Breedon (formerly Cemex) Liaison Group 
meeting on 24th November 2020. 

 

5. Ref Minute 11872/20 - The Chairman and Clerk met on-line with a representative of the 
Charfield Neighbourhood Plan Development Team.  Following discussions and input from 
both the CNPD and Parish Council a formal response was agreed which would be sent to the 
appointed Inspector (Mr. Ashcroft) by 23rd November 2020. 
 

6. Ref Minute 11877/20 – Unfortunately, John Lewis has sold out of the iPads at a cost of £299, 
therefore, the Clerk obtained approval to increase the spending for the Parish Council tablet 
by £30 to £330.  The tablet had been ordered and received and was currently being set up.  
Both the old Parish Council Dell laptop and Microsoft Surface tablet have been wiped of all 
information and donated to the village primary school. 

 

7. Ref Minute 11878/20 – the Clerk is currently trying to speak with SGC. 
 

8. The Clerk has successfully booked onto the following training courses - Risk Management, 
Budgeting, Internal Controls and VAT.  All with take place during December and January 
2021. 

 

9. A query had been raised by some residents regarding the waste management/recycling 
activities at Watsome Farm (just across the county border) and the lack of any formal 
notification.  Charfield Parish Council was advised, as an ‘adjoining parish’ under 
Gloucestershire County Council planning application 19/0069/STMAJW in December 2019.  
This was placed on the Parish Council’s agenda for January 2020.  The Clerk had 
communicated with GCC regarding the lack of planning information on their web site at the 
time.  Unfortunately, by the time of the Parish Council’s meeting, GCC had already 
determined their response and the application was closed.  The Clerk has looked at the GCC 
web site (2nd December 2020), Kingswood PC, Stroud DC and Natural England all had no 
objections and the Environment Agency had reiterated safety rules and regulations.  The 
Clerk understands an extension has been agreed until the 23rd December 2020 for any 
comments to be made to the Lead Commissioner at GCC. 

 
Paula Evans 
Clerk 
 


