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CHARFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the On-Line Ordinary Meeting of Charfield Parish Council held on  
Tuesday 13th October 2020 

commencing at 7.30pm 

PRESENT 

Parish Councillors: Mr. M. Rosher, Mrs. J. Ashe, Mrs. W. Glasgow, Mrs. J. Law, Mrs. N. Newns and Mr. 
A. Threlfall 
Clerk: Mrs. Paula Evans 
South Gloucestershire Councillor:  Cllr. John O’Neill 
Public: One member of the public was present 
 Action 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, the Parish Council noted the resignation of Cllr. 
Vaughan Sydenham.  Parish Councillors thanked Cllr. Sydenham for his input since his election 
to office in May 2019.  This Casual Vacancy had been notified to South Gloucestershire Council.  
Residents had until 2nd November 2020 to request an election – if no election was requested 
then the Parish Council could proceed to fill the vacancy through Co-Option. 

 

  

11843/20   To note Apologies for Absence & Acceptance of Reasons  
Apologies were received, noted, and accepted from Cllr. Parker.  
  

11844/20   Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda  
Cllrs. Ashe and Newns declared a personal interest in agenda item 4.    
  

The Clerk declared a pecuniary interest in agenda item 17 and would leave the meeting at that 
point and take no part in the discussions. 

 

  

11845/20   Public Participation  
The member of public present addressed Councillors regarding their application for Co-Option 
onto the Parish Council. 

 

  

11846/20   Casual Vacancy  
Cllr. Rosher proposed, Cllr. Law seconded and it was RESOLVED to co-opt Mr. Stuart Ashe as 
a Charfield Parish Councillor.  All Agreed.  Cllr. S. Ashe was welcomed to the meeting and 
signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office electronically. 

 

  

11847/20   To Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting  
Cllr. Law proposed, Cllr. Ashe seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of the 
Ordinary remote meeting of Charfield Parish Council, held on Tuesday 8th September 2020 as a 
true and accurate record of the meeting.  All Agreed.  The Chairman would sign the Minutes at 
the next duly convened physical meeting. 

 

  

11848/20   To receive the Clerk’s Report  
The Clerk had circulated a copy of her report which was taken as read.  A copy of this report is 
appended to these Minutes. 

 

  

11849/20   Report from Cllr. J. O’Neill, South Gloucestershire Council Representative  
COVID-19 – Cllr. O’Neill reported there had been 175 cases in the last seven days (equal to 
61.4 cases per 100,000 population).  This figure had doubled within the last two weeks.  It was 
noted in the Bristol region the number stands at 100 cases per 100,000 population.  The 
majority of cases appear to be in the 20-29 age range; however, this was now trickling through 
into the older age categories.  There had been an initial reported case at Charfield Primary with 
a second case reported on 1st October 2020.  A reactive press release would be provided by 
SGC Public Health if one were requested. 

 

  

Anti-Social Behaviour – There had been numerous reports of anti-social behaviour on the village 
Facebook forum over recent weeks.  Cllr. O’Neill had checked with Avon & Somerset Police who 
had checked their reports and figures and confirmed there was no apparent escalation.  Cllr. 
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O’Neill had also received emails asking what was being done about escalating anti-social 
behaviour and cruelty to pets.  Cllr. O’Neill had spoken with the local vet and RSPCA – the local 
vet had confirmed the injuries to the pet were also consistent with the animal being involved in a 
road traffic accident.  In fact, the vet had to ask the local Gazette to remove their on-line article 
as the vet had not given a professional opinion either way.  The second report of injuries to a pet 
had almost certainly been the result of a collision with a moped.  The RSPCA had confirmed 
they required firm evidence of animal cruelty before they could investigate.     
  

There had also been two attempts to light fires in the playing field – one next to the SMP 
climbing frame and one on the picnic bench behind the Sportsman’s Lounge.  A resident had 
attempted to report this via the non-emergency 101 telephone number but had been kept on 
hold for such a long time that they eventually gave up and didn’t manage to report it.  There had 
also been a report of damage to the roof of the Hall, although none was apparent. 

 

  

The recent building fire at the Charfield Mills business estate on the road to Huntingford was 
being investigated by Avon & Somerset Police.  The incident had been reported to them by the 
Fire Brigade.  

 

  

The next phase of the Local Plan Consultations would commence on 23rd November 2020.     
  

SGC Planning Enforcement Officers had visited the Appletrees site but had been unable to gain 
access.  There was quite a lot of work being undertaken – part of the utility block has been 
demolished. 

 

  

Cllr. O’Neill would investigate the complaint that parents dropping off and picking up school 
children were parking on the Bellway development and blocking the road. 

JON 

  

It was reported to Cllr. O’Neill that new painted white lines had appeared on the road in the 
Charfield Mills estate outside one of the businesses.  Cllr. O’Neill advised that these lines are 
usually to stop parking and are only advisory.  Cllr. O’Neill would investigate. 

 
 
JON 

  

11850/20   Planning Applications  
P20/16114/MW | Extraction of limestone with progressive restoration to lake | Wickwar Quarry, 
The Downs, Wickwar | Cllr. Law proposed, Cllr. Threlfall seconded and it was RESOLVED to 
OBJECT to this application.  All Agreed.  The Parish Council is aware of the long-standing 
existence of Wickwar Quarry and the value it offers in terms of building material and jobs. There 
has been a relationship between the village and Cemex over the years, and a continuing liaison 
group which met regularly to address community concerns and share information. Now that 
operations at the site have been transferred to Breedon Group there is no reason to expect any 
change in local liaison, but it would be appreciated if continuing liaison could be Conditioned to 
any new permissions. 
 

The extension to Wickwar Quarry brings operations very close indeed to the hamlet of 
Churchend and there is reasonable concern that nearby residents may be adversely impacted 
by noise, vibration, light pollution, and dust. The extension moves the quarry much closer to 
Charfield village, and the Parish Council has the same concerns. To clarify, operations would 
come within two hundred metres of Churchend dwellings, and the C13 Grade I listed church of 
St James. It would be only about five hundred metres from the existing village and much closer 
again if the currently in application CEG development goes ahead. 
 

In recent years investigations have been carried out to try and ascertain if quarry workings were 
a cause of cracks appearing in Churchend residents’ homes, many of which are without 
foundations and are several hundred years old. No definitive evidence was found, but as 
quarrying advances towards these old homes it is reasonable to fear the vibration from 
operations will impact them. If permitted, the Parish Council would seek a Condition that 
continued regular seismic recordings are taken and made available to county and parish. 
 

The Grade I listed church of St James is a valuable and historic landmark in Charfield. It is also 
the interred home to many of Charfield’s ancestors, as is the adjacent Parish Council operated 
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Burial Ground. Noise and dust from the proposed extension may well be an intrusive disbenefit 
of operations, particularly as they will be to the south-west where prevailing wind can carry them 
across the whole village. Vibration may also cause significant further deterioration to the church. 
Again, we would call for Conditioning of vibration monitoring, dust suppression, lighting and 
noise control particularly in the years when operations are near the surface. 
 

The extension blights a well-used public right of way OCH 18/10. As more of the green 
environment around the village is built on, and as the local population increases, our PROW are 
ever more valued. We would seek a solution that maintains this PROW even if it has to be 
slightly amended to follow the line of (but not be a part of) Churchend Lane as it passes 
between the excavated areas. Further, we would seek a Conditioned solution whereby the 
replacement route was made available before the old route became impassable. 
  

P20/18079/F | Erection of single storey side and rear extension to provide additional living 
accommodation | 31 Farm Lees, Charfield, GL12 8JA | No comments. 

 

  

P20/17298/ADV | Retention of 3 no. externally illuminated facia signs and 11 no. non-illuminated 
window graphics | 7-8 Avon Road, Charfield, GL12 8TT | Cllr. Newns proposed, Cllr. Threlfall 
seconded and it was RESOLVED to OBJECT to this application in that the proposed lighting 
was intrusively bright, and a lower luminescence should be used; the external lights should not 
be switched on outside of normal trading hours.  All Agreed.  Parish Councillors also noted that 
SGC Environmental Health Officers have been working with residents regarding issues 
surrounding deliveries in the early hours of the morning.   

 

  

PT18/6450/O | Erection of up to 595 dwellings (Use Classes C3), land for Primary School (Use 
Class D1), up to 700m2 for a Retail & Community Hub (Use Classes A1, A2, D1), a network of 
open spaces including parkland, footpaths, allotments, landscaping and areas for informal 
recreation, new roads, a suitable travel link (including a bus link), parking areas, accesses to 
paths and the installation of services and drainage infrastructure (outline) with access to be 
determined and all other matters reserved | Land west of Park Farm, Butt Lane, Thornbury | 
Charfield Parish Council had been advised of this adjoining parish application in relation to the 
developers proposed alterations to J14 of the M5 | Charfield Parish Council felt that before any 
alterations to the junction were approved, they should be considered in conjunction with 
Highways England and other developments proposed in surrounding areas. 

 

  

P20/19208/F | Erection of single storey rear/side extension to and installation of 1 no. side bay 
window to form additional living accommodation | 14 Hawthorn Close, Charfield, GL12 8TX | No 
comments. 

 

  

P20/12474/F | Erection of ground floor side extension to form additional living accommodation | 
Rose Cottage Swinhay Lane Charfield South Gloucestershire GL12 8EX | Revised Block 
Plan/red-line boundary | No comments. 

 

  

11851/20   Planning Decisions & Other Matters   
P20/10489/F | Installation of 1 no. extraction flue (retrospective) | 10 Avon Road, Charfield, 
GL12 8TT | APPROVE. 

 

  

P20/09724/F | Erection of no. 4 car detached garage with associated works | Pemberley Lodge, 
Churchend Lane, Charfield, GL12 8LJ | APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS. 

 

  

P20/12774/RM | Erection of 1 no. agricultural workers dwelling with appearance and 
landscaping to be determined (Approval of Reserved Matters to be read in conjunction with 
outline permission P19/17548/O) | Meadow View Farm, Devil’s Lane, Charfield, GL12 8BN | 
APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS. 

 

  

11852/20   Charfield Neighbourhood Plan  
The Charfield Neighbourhood Plan group had received an email from SGC confirming the 
Consultation had now closed and SGC’s Business Support Team would now process responses 
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ready to publish and pass to the examiner to consider.  Also, South Gloucestershire had 
approached the Neighbourhood Planning Independent Examiner Referral Service (NPIERS) and 
submitted an application for the appointment of an examiner during the consultation.  A meeting 
was being arranged between the CNP Group and SGC Officers to progress. 
  

11853/20   Reports of Meetings  
Greenway Group – Cllr. Rosher had attended the recent meeting where the proposed route was 
discussed.     

 

  

11854/20   Charfield Burial Ground  
The Clerk reported that an email had been received from Co-Op Funeral Directors regarding a 
recent burial.  The family was concerned the foot of the plot had sunk rather rapidly.  The 
Chairman attended the burial ground and took photographs which showed the plot had levelled, 
but no more than really would be expected.  The Clerk advised Co-Op they should contact the 
grave digger who should attend to replenish the soil. 

 

  

The bee-friendly bundle of bare root roses has been ordered from David Austin and was due for 
delivery at the end of October.  Bags of horse manure have been provided by Cllr. Parker in 
readiness for planting.  KLH would be providing a quote for the planting. 

 

  

A quote for the erection of the Oak shelter and all associated groundworks had been received 
from a local building contractor.  The quote was for £16,858 plus VAT.  In order to comply with 
adopted Standing Orders and Financial Regulations the Clerk would seek at least two additional 
quotes. 

 
 
Clerk 

  

Cllr. Rosher proposed, Cllr. Newns seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve the reservation 
of a double ashes plot within Charfield Burial Ground for a Charfield resident.  All Agreed. 

 

  

It was agreed that a review of the Rules & Regulations for the Burial Ground would be 
undertaken to ensure they were up to date and clearly stipulated that only Charfield residents 
could be interred. 

Clerk 

  

11855/20   Recent Anti-Social Behaviour around Charfield Parish  

The Frampton and Charfield A&S Police Beat Officer had been unable to join the meeting.  This 
subject had been discussed earlier in the meeting under Minute 11849/20. 

 

  

11856/20   Youth Group Activities  

Cllr. Glasgow reported that the Youth Group was now established as a registered Charity called 
“Charfield Youth Project”.  The first session was being held today, 13th October 2020.  Cllr. 
Glasgow reported that ten youngsters had attended the 15:30hrs to 18:00hrs session and 
teenagers had been filtering in for the older group session as she left.  The Charfield Youth 
Project would be progressing plans to establish a dedicated building for the Youth Group.   

 

  

The Clerk reminded Parish Councillors that the 2020/21 Youth Group Budget of £13,000 
remained untouched and suggested that invoices for room hire could be settled by the Parish 
Council.  It was agreed that the Clerk would contact the Memorial Hall and request that such 
invoices be forwarded to the Parish Council for settlement. 

 
 
Clerk 

  

There was nothing further to report regarding the Youth Parish Council.  
  

11857/20   Young Person Civic Award Scheme  
Parish Councillors considered the Young Person Civic Award Scheme as presented.  Cllr. 
Glasgow proposed, Cllr. Threlfall seconded and it was RESOLVED to adopt the Scheme 
following two minor amendments – the age groups be clarified as ‘up to 13 years of age’ and ’14 
to 18 years of age’, and rather than a presentation medal, the Parish Council would award an 
engraved commemorative writing set.  The Clerk would make arrangements to advertise the 
Scheme. 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 

  

https://www.rics.org/uk/products/dispute-resolution-service/drs-services/neighbourhood-planning-independent-examiner-referral-service/
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11858/20   2020 Remembrance Day  
The Clerk advised the Street Closure had been applied for.  SGC would be informed by 28th 
October 2020 whether the application had been ‘sealed’.  Letters to all residents affected by the 
Street Closure had been hand delivered on 23rd September 2020.  The Bugler had confirmed his 
attendance.  The Poppy Wreath would be recycled from last year. 

 

  

Parish Councillors discussed the latest COVID-19 social-distancing legislation and ‘Rule of 6’ 
and the impact this would have on the Civil Act of Remembrance.  The Health Protection 
(Coronavirus, Restrictions) (No. 2) (England) Regulations 2020 Amendment No. 684 confirms 
the LGA guidance, which states “With the exceptions of large sporting events, current 
government guidelines allow for outdoor events that are organised by businesses, charitable 
organisations, and public bodies to take place provided they have carried out a thorough risk 
assessment and taken all reasonable steps to mitigate the risk of viral transmission, taking into 
account that risk assessment, in line with COVID-19 Secure guidance.  This includes ensuring 
that social distancing between different households or support bubbles is maintained at all times 
including between staff and any performers.  Event organisers should also take additional steps 
to ensure the safety of the public and prevent gatherings of more than six people taking place 
within the event”.  The Parish Councillors acknowledged legislation surrounding Coronavirus 
was fluid and new rules and legislation could be implemented at any time.  The Clerk advised 
there had been precious little advice and guidance available specifically for Remembrance 
Services and it had been difficult to understand what was and was not allowed. 

 

  

Cllr. Law proposed, Cllr. Glasgow seconded and it was RESOLVED that the following 
arrangements would be put in place for the 2020 Charfield Civil Act of Remembrance. All 
Agreed.  

 

  

i. No procession from the Hall to the Memorial and residents discouraged from attending. 

ii. A dedicated, roped off area immediately opposite the War Memorial would be marked 
out, allowing 2m social distancing for those laying Wreaths. 

iii. The Minister to stand on the left-hand side of the Memorial. 

iv. The Reader of the names of the Fallen and the Epitaph to sand on the right-hand side of 
the Memorial. 

v. Bugler to stand in the Churchyard. 

vi. Everyone, participating in the Act of Remembrance would be required to wear face 
masks and strictly maintain social distancing.   

vii. Clerk to undertake a comprehensive Risk Assessment for the event. 

viii. Order of Service to be provided to Minister, Reader, Wreath Layers and Bugler only. 

ix. Advertise the strict COVID-19 requirements via the Facebook Forum and PC website. 

x. Investigate possibility of live streaming the event. 

 

  

11859/20   Clerk’s Salary & Annual Leave  
The Clerk left the online meeting.  
  

Cllr. J. Ashe proposed, Cllr. Law seconded and it was RESOLVED to adopt the Local 
Government Services’ Pay Agreement 2020-21 (24th August 2020).  This increased the Clerk’s 
hourly rate to £13.24/hour.  All Agreed. 

 

  

Cllr. Newns proposed, Cllr. Threlfall seconded and it was RESOLVED to increase the Clerk’s 
annual leave to 22 days as from 1st April 2020, in line with the Local Government Services’ Pay 
Agreement 2020-21.  All Agreed. 

 

  

The Clerk was invited to re-join the online meeting.  
  

11860/20   Financial Matters  
The Clerk reported the following balances with the bank statements being witnessed via video 
screen by the Chairman – these would be signed at the next duly convened physical meeting. 
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Current Account  £       500.00  (Statement No. 434 dated 1st October 2020)  
Business Reserve (1)  £  14,411.10 (Statement No. 224 dated 5th October 2020)  
Business Reserve (2)  £205,131.57 (Statement No. 329 dated 1st October 2020)  
  

The receipts and payments account on 13th October 2020 were noted.  
  

It was agreed to postpone the resolution to add Cllr. J. Ashe to the bank signing mandate until 
the November 2020 meeting.  A new resolution to add both Cllr. J. Ashe and Cllr. S. Ashe would 
be considered at that time. 

Clerk 

  

Receipt of the second tranche of 2020-21 Precept amounting to £31,000 into the Business 
Reserve (2) account on 30th September 2020 was noted. 

 

  

Cllr. Rosher proposed, Cllr. Law seconded and it was RESOLVED to allocate the recent invoice 
for replacement gates on Little Bristol Lane to the Community Infrastructure Levy budget.  All 
Agreed. 

 

  

11861/20   Accounts for Payment 
 

 

The Clerk reported the following accounts to be paid having previously verified them as 
accurate. 

 

Payee 
Chq 
No. 

Description 
Net VAT Gross 

£ £ £ 

Mrs. P. Evans SO Clerk's Salary - September £863.16 £0.00 £863.16 

HMRC 2988 Tax & NI £142.28 £0.00 £142.28 

Mrs. P. Evans 2989 Bare Root Roses £145.00 £3.95 £148.95 

KLH Landscaping 2990 2nd Half Grounds Maintenance £1,025.00 £0.00 £1,025.00 

Mr. M. Rosher 2991 Web Site Domain Name Renewal £91.99 £1.83 £93.82 

      £2,267.43 £5.78 £2,273.21 
 

 

  

Cllr. J. Ashe proposed, Cllr. Newns seconded and it was RESOLVED that the above accounts 
be paid.  All Agreed.  The Clerk would arrange for cheques to be signed. 

 

  

11862/20  Councillors Open Forum  
There was nothing to report.  
 
This concluded the business of the meeting which closed at approximately 21:40 hrs. 
 
Next Meeting of Charfield Parish Council would to be the Parish Council Meeting to be held on Tuesday 
10th November 2020 at 7:30pm On-Line.   
 
 
Chairman                 Date                                         

 

Clerk’s Report 
Presented to the on-line Parish Council Meeting on 13th October 2020 

 
1. The Clerk has emailed SGC PROW seeking clarification over the route of OCH/8.  A response was 

received and forwarded to Parish Councillors for their information. 
 
2. The Clerk has emailed the SGC Biodiversity Officer regarding the planned tree planting of various 

grass verges/open spaces around the parish to ask whether the PC had any influence on the 
species of trees used.  An offer of a Teams meeting during office hours was also made.  A 
response is awaited. 
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3. The Direct Debit mandate was signed by two Cllrs and sent off to the ICO for implementation of the 
annual Data Protection subscription. 
  

4. For Cllrs. information, Town & Parish Councils were advised via ALCA on 9th September 2020 that 
Simon Clarke, Minister of State at the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government had 
resigned and Luke Hall, MP for Thornbury had taken his place. 

 
5. Following Cllrs. approval for the Clerk to register for CiLCA, the Clerk contacted ALCA in order to 

progress.  The syllabus for CiLCA is changing, and ALCA has recommended the Clerk register for 
the new course in January 2021 which will include a new GDPR section.  There is an increase in 
the cost from £350 to £420 for the course.  This does give additional time for the Clerk to obtain all 
the associated reading matter. 

 
 

 


