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CHARFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the On-Line Ordinary Meeting of Charfield Parish Council held on  
Tuesday 14th July 2020 
commencing at 7.30pm 

 

PRESENT 

Parish Councillors: Mr. M. Rosher, Mrs. J. Ashe, Mr. M. Cheskin, Mrs. W. Glasgow, Mrs. J. Law,  
Mrs. N. Newns, Mr. T. Parker, Mr. V. Sydenham and Mr. A. Threlfall 
Clerk: Mrs. Paula Evans 
South Gloucestershire Councillor:  Cllr. John O’Neill 
Public: Two members of the public were present 
 Action 

11797/20   To note Apologies for Absence & Acceptance of Reasons  
There were no apologies for absence.  
  
11798/20   Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda  
There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda.  
  
11799/20   Public Participation  
There was no public participation.    
  
11800/20   To Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting  
Cllr. Glasgow proposed, Cllr. Law seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of 
the Ordinary remote meeting of Charfield Parish Council, held on Tuesday 9th June 2020 as a 
true and accurate record of the meeting.  All Agreed.  The Chairman would sign the Minutes at 
the next duly convened physical meeting. 

 

  
11801/20   To receive the Clerk’s Report  
The Clerk had circulated a copy of her report, a copy of which is appended to these Minutes.  
  
Regarding item 6 of the Clerk’s Report, the Clerk was asked to make enquiries with SGC to see 
whether they would be prepared to donate the land. 

Clerk 

  
Regarding item 10 of the Clerk’s Report, this communication would be discussed later in the 
meeting under agenda item 14. 

 

  
11802/20   Report from Cllr. J. O’Neill, South Gloucestershire Council Representative  
South Gloucestershire Council continued to hold their meetings virtually; there were no plans to 
hold hybrid meetings; meetings were also being webcast. 

 

  
Greenway Liaison Group meeting - it had been noted that the business case for re-opening 
Charfield Railway Station had now reached the design stage with a planning application 
anticipated in the summer of 2021; the estimated completion date for the project could be the 
Spring of 2024. 

 

  
CEG Liaison Group meeting – CEG anticipate resubmitting their application with 550 new 
homes and a school (if required by the LEA).  Concerns remain regarding the infrastructure 
provision, as any developer’s contribution to infrastructure would be commensurate with the 
number of houses provided.  It is estimated that around £100m worth of infrastructure 
improvement is required – contributions towards would come from several sources including 
WECA, Highways England, SGC and the developer.  Regarding J14 of the M5, Highways 
England plans to improve the junction include the possibility of four lanes across the bridge, 
however a structural survey is required to ensure the bridge is structurally capable.   

 

 
 
 

 



 

         14th July 2020     1664 
 

Cllr. O’Neill confirmed the re-opening of Charfield Station is almost certainly going ahead and a 
grant has been applied for - £13m total cost with £1.4m already invested in the project.  Parish 
Councillors queried whether the re-opening would depend on the number of houses being 
developed – Cllr. O’Neill confirmed the number of houses planned would make no difference to 
the business case.  It was noted the frequency of trains to Gloucester was increasing to one 
every half hour.  Parish Councillors also noted that more people had been working from home 
during COVID-19 quarantine restrictions which could have a knock-on effect of reducing the 
need to travel to business centres. 

 

  
11803/20   Planning Applications  
P20/10509/F | Installation of outdoor gym and tarmac path to provide access to outdoor facilities 
| Charfield Memorial Hall, Wotton Road, Charfield, GL12 8SR | NO OBJECTIONS. 

 

  
The following planning application had been received after the issue of the Agenda.  Parish 
Councillors agreed to consider this application. 

 

  
P20/10489/F | Installation of 1 no. extraction flue (retrospective) | 10 Avon Road, Charfield, 
GL12 8TT | Although Charfield Parish Council had NO OBJECTIONS to this application, the 
Parish Council wished it to be noted that the cladding for the original flue is inadequate and 
should be improved. 

 

  
Parish Councillors then considered two planning applications in Stroud District Council area.  It 
would appear Charfield Parish Council was not being consulted on application close to the 
parish/county border despite applications having an impact on traffic flow through the village. 

 

  
S.18/2368/FUL | Expansion of Renishaw to include a building with office and car parking (845 
spaces), with associated infrastructure.  The Parish Council noted that SGC Department for 
Environment & Community Services had submitted an objection primarily on the grounds of 
traffic generation distribution.  It was agreed Charfield Parish Council would submit objections 
covering concerns about the impact of traffic movements through Charfield as vehicles would 
obviously be attempting to access the M5 at J14.   

 

  
S.18/2617/OUT | Land South of Charfield Road, Kingswood | Outline planning application (with 
all matters reserved except access) for up to 50 dwellings (including 30% affordable housing), 
with associated public open space, structural planting and landscaping, surface water 
attenuation ponds and ancillary works | It was agreed Charfield Parish Council would submit 
objections covering concerns regarding traffic generation and distribution. 

 

  
11804/20   Planning Decisions & Other Matters   
P20/01324/F | Demolition of existing cottage and erection of 1 no. replacement attached 
dwelling and associated works (resubmission of P19/12341/F) | 66 Wotton Road, Charfield, 
GL12 8SR | APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS. 

 

  
Parish Councillors noted receipt of Planning Appeal Decision for P19/1813/F | The Plough Inn, 
68 Wotton Road, Charfield | APPEAL ALLOWED. 

 

  
Cllr. Rosher enquired about the status of the planning enforcement for the failed trees at the 
Bellway development.  The Clerk would chase. 

Clerk 

  
Cllr. O’Neill would follow up on the boundary planting at the Crest Nicholson development JON 
  
11805/20   Charfield Neighbourhood Plan  
There had been no further movement regarding the Charfield Neighbourhood Plan.  Currently 
this CNP is with South Gloucestershire Council who are suggesting they will not be able to move 
it forward until May 2021.  It was hoped to push the CNP through to referendum before the new 
Local Plan.  The first stage of the new Local Plan is in progress with the ‘Call for Sites’.  An 
emerging Neighbourhood Plan would carry some weight in developing a Local Plan. 
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11806/20   Charfield Burial Ground  
Amended advice from Central Government now permits the holding of funeral services with 
friends and family, but still observing social distancing rules – the maximum limit of 10 persons 
has been lifted. 

 

  

The Clerk advised that an application for the reservation of a full burial plot within Charfield 
Burial Ground had been made.  Sadly, the Charfield resident had passed away at the weekend, 
therefore this was now an application for interment.  Cllr. Cheskin proposed, Cllr. Parker 
seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve the interment.  All Agreed.  The Clerk would make 
the necessary arrangements. 

 
 
 
Clerk 

  
Following the Parish Councillors resolution at the 9th June 2020 meeting (minute 11790/20) to 
refuse permission for the interment of ashes of a non-Charfield resident, a letter of Appeal had 
been received from the family.  Parish Councillors duly considered the contents of the letter.  It 
was agreed by all Councillors that in making their resolution to refuse permission, the Parish 
Council had complied with point 2 of the current Rules & Regulations of the Burial Ground.  Cllr. 
Rosher proposed, Cllr. Cheskin seconded and it was RESOLVED the Parish Council, as the 
Burial Authority would extend an offer to allow the family to scatter the ashes within the rose 
garden and plant a rose bush in memory.  Additionally, the Clerk was asked to inform the family 
that the Parish Council was planning to erect an Oak seating structure and develop a memorial 
plaque wall.  All Agreed. 

 

  

11807/20   Memorial Hall  

The Clerk updated Parish Councillors – a quote had been received from a local firm of solicitors 
to undertake the conveyancing work surrounding the Title Deed transfer - £500 plus VAT.  
However, the solicitors had pointed out the Parish Council may need to comply with certain 
other legislation in the Local Government Act 1972 surrounding the ‘disposal of land’.  It was 
therefore apparent that further Charitable Law advice was required.  Charfield Parish Council 
wished to ensure that all permanent endowments and restrictive covenants currently attached to 
the land were enshrined in the transfer of the Title Deeds. 

 

  

Cllr. Rosher proposed, Cllr. Parker seconded and it was RESOLVED not to sign the TR1 and 
AP1 forms as supplied by the Hall Committee.  All Agreed.  The Clerk was instructed to seek 
further advice from VWV LLP (who had undertaken the previous Charity Law work) and obtain a 
quote to complete the transfer.     

 
Clerk 

  

11808/20   Youth Group Activities  

There was nothing further to report regarding the Youth Club – YACS had ceased trading and 
various options were being considered.  Charfield Parish Council would continue to financially 
support a Youth Group within the Parish and the Clerk advised the 2020-21 Budget of £13,000 
was still entirely available.  The Youth Parish Council is working with the Youth Club facilitators 
to plan a way forward.   

 

  
11809/20   Young Person Civic Award Scheme  
Cllr. Sydenham’s proposal for a Young Person Civic Award Scheme had been circulated to all 
Parish Councillors.  The proposal had been inspired by the actions of young individuals around 
the parish during the COVID-19 quarantine restrictions.  The proposal was for an Award 
Scheme that would be open to Charfield Parish residents up to the age of 21 and be awarded 
for demonstrating community values.  The proposal was to make charitable donations of 1 x 
£100 and 3 x £50 to the charity of the winner’s choice.  The estimated cost of the Scheme would 
be in the region of £275/year. Cllr. Cheskin had made an offer of financial support for the 
Scheme via the Garage.  It was agreed by all Parish Councillors that the Award Scheme was an 
excellent idea and warranted further development to identify categories of community work, 
achievement, the level of financial award, judging etc.  Cllr. Sydenham would continue to 
develop the idea.  The Clerk was asked to include this item on the next agenda. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VS/  
Clerk 
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11810/20   Report of Meetings  
Cllr. Threlfall had attended the Hall Committee meeting on the previous day.  The main 
discussions had concerned the safe re-opening of the Hall following the latest Government 
guidance.  The football club had been using a one-way system in the Sportsman’s Lounge.  
Hirers would be responsible for their own sanitising of the venue at the end of their hire. 

 

  
Cllr. Rosher had attended the recent Greenway Liaison Group.  Sustrans had provided some 
ideas of routes but these had posed problems.  There are pinch points especially around the 
Round House at the bottom of Wotton Hill.  There are further issues with landowner’s 
permission and traffic visibility issues in terms of getting people across the road.  The plan is to 
continue looking at options to find a route through.  Funding for the route had also been 
discussed.   

 

  
Cllr. Rosher had attended the recent CEG Liaison Group meeting along with Cllr. O’Neill.  CEG 
is talking about bringing forward an application for 550 dwellings and associated infrastructure.  
Their plan would align with the emerging Charfield Neighbourhood Plan.  There had also been 
discussion about a new Community Hub, amongst other things.     

 

  
Parish Councillors considered the recent email from a Charfield resident regarding the provision 
of a new Community Hub (in the context of discussions at the CEG Liaison Group meeting).  
The Parish Council representative had stated at the CEG meeting they would probably wish to 
take up responsibility/management of a new Hub if one was created within the new 
development.  The Parish Council’s position remained that further development within Charfield 
Parish was unsustainable and would in all probability object to any new application from CEG on 
the grounds of unsustainability and further development did not align with the Parish Council’s 
Climate Emergency Declaration.  If development were permitted by SGC then the Parish 
Council would need to ensure the best infrastructure possible.  In an ever-growing Parish, the 
Parish Council could potentially be looking at a permanent office in the village, with permanent 
staff.  It was noted that SGC’s current policy was to offer the running/responsibility of a new Hub 
to the Parish Council before any other community organisation. Parish Councillors then 
considered the meaning of a ‘Community Hub’ - where would it be situated; would it be 
suboptimal bearing in mind a new café and supermarket was planned; would the parish be in 
danger of creating two communities and spreading facilities too thinly?  It was reiterated during 
discussions that the Parish Council would not want any new Hub to compete with existing 
facilities.  The Parish Council had been unable to hold Parish Council meetings on specific 
dates/days because of lack of availability within the current Hall; Annual Parish Meetings had 
been juggled, again because of availability.  It was noted in the email from the resident that 
there is availability within the Hall, but the hours that are in demand were very much booked up 
– the daytime and weekend usage was not as high.  The Parish Council noted that it was 
unfortunate they could not make use of those less-desirable hours.  It was pointed out that any 
Community Hub offered by further development would probably be rented on a commercial 
basis 

 

  
Cllr. Cheskin excused himself from the meeting due to a prior engagement.  
  
11811/20   Financial Matters  
The Clerk reported the following balances as at 1st and 3rd July 2020 with the bank statements 
being witnessed via video screen by the Chairman – these would be signed at the next duly 
convened physical meeting - 

 

  

Current Account  £       500.00  (Statement No. 431 dated 1st July 2020)  
Business Reserve (1)  £  14,410.74 (Statement No. 221 dated 3rd July 2020)  
Business Reserve (2)  £183,294.07 (Statement No. 326 dated 1st July 2020)  
  

The receipts and payments account as at 14th July 2020 was noted.  
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Parish Councillors noted receipt of SGC MAF Grant of £1,000 – Charfield Parish Council was 
acting as Partner Organisation – this grant would be paid to Wotton Area Mutual Aid (Trust in 
You CIC). 

 

  

Following discussions regarding the merits and security of allowing the Clerk to be added to the 
bank mandate to be able to discuss banking arrangement with NatWest, Cllr. Law proposed, 
Cllr. Rosher seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve this decision.  The caveat would be 
that the Clerk was NOT an authorised signature.  All Agreed. 

 
 
Clerk 

  

Parish Councillors noted the Independent Internal Audit had been undertaken on Friday 26th 
June 2020 – all in order.  The Independent Auditor had suggested Parish Councillors might like 
to consider initialling invoices when signing cheques as an additional level of scrutiny.  It was 
agreed to implement this procedure. 

 

  
Cllr. Glasgow proposed, Cllr. Threlfall seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve the 2019-20 
Annual Governance Statement as circulated by the Clerk.  All Agreed. 

 

  

Cllr. Glasgow proposed, Cllr. Ashe seconded and it was RESOLVED to approve the 2019-20 
Accounting Statement as circulated by the Clerk.  All Agreed. 

 

  

Cllr. Ashe proposed, Cllr. Rosher seconded and it was RESOLVED to set the period for the 
Exercise of Public Right to Inspect documents as Monday 20th July 2020 through to Friday 28th 
August 2020 inclusive.  All Agreed. 

 

  

11812/20   Accounts for Payment 
 

 

The Clerk reported the following accounts to be paid having previously verified them as 
accurate. 

 

  

Payee 
Chq 
No. 

Description 
Net VAT Gross 

£ £ £ 

Mrs. P. Evans SO Clerk's Salary - June £863.16 £0.00 £863.16 

HMRC 2977 Tax & NI £142.28 £0.00 £142.28 

Trust In You CIC (WAMA) 2978 MAF Grant £1,000.00 £0.00 £1,000.00 

Mrs. C. Roylance 2979 Independent Internal Audit £120.00 £0.00 £120.00 

Mr. M. Cheskin 2980 Shredding of PC Documents £68.50 £13.70 £82.20 

      £2,193.94 £13.70 £2,207.64 
 

 

  
Cllr. Threlfall proposed, Cllr. Ashe seconded and it was RESOLVED that the above accounts be 
paid.  All Agreed.  The Clerk would arrange for cheques to be signed. 

 

  
11813/20  Councillors Open Forum  
It was noted that the newly installed LED streetlights seemed much less effective than the old 
street lights and it was queried whether Charfield could go back to the old style lighting.   

 

  
Parish Councillors queried as to the status of the consultation of the already installed Zebra 
Crossing on Wotton Road.  The suggestion was for the installation of Belisha Beacons with a 
more directional LED light.   

 

  
It was noted that new 20mph signs had been erected on the Bellway development.  Cllrs. 
queried why it was not possible to impose 20mph on Manor Lane.  Regarding the Bellway signs, 
there had been no Traffic Regulation Order, therefore the 20mph limit would not be enforceable.   

 

  
It was reported that one of the litter/dog bins on the grassed area between Manor Lane and 
Woodlands Road was disintegrating.  The Clerk was asked to report to SGC.  

 
Clerk 
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A query was raised regarding CIL money.  The Clerk advised the total CIL figure was always 
included in the monthly Receipts & Payments report provided to Cllrs. identified in current year 
budget and earmarked reserves. 

 

  
 
This concluded the business of the meeting which closed at approximately 9.55pm. 
 
Next Meeting of Charfield Parish Council would to be the Parish Council Meeting to be held on Tuesday 
8th September 2020 at 7:30pm On-Line.   
 
 
Chairman                 Date                                         

 

 
Clerk’s Report 

Presented to the on-line Parish Council Meeting on 14th July 2020 
 

1. The Coronavirus COVID-19 quarantine restrictions have been eased for members of the public; 
however, restrictions remain in force regarding the holding of Parish and Town Council meetings.  
NALC and the SLCC strongly advise Parish and Town Councils to continue with virtual meetings 
whilst Legislation allows.   Some Town Councils are experimenting with the possibility of ‘hybrid’ 
meetings with Cllrs attending Council Chamber (observing current social-distancing requirements) 
and the remainder joining on-line.  As members of the public would be attending, this type of 
meeting would require a full risk assessment and the provision of hand sanitising equipment and 
the cleansing of furniture before and after the meeting. 

 
2. South Gloucestershire Council is now re-opening several libraries in order to provide a ‘click and 

collect’ service.  SGC owned public toilets are also reopening with appropriate cleansing measures 
put in place. 

 
3. Play areas were allowed to re-open as from Saturday 4th July 2020.  The Clerk understands from a 

Facebook Forum post that the Charfield Playing Fields play area was not reopened due to some 
vandalism.   

 
4. The Clerk was contacted by Hanborough Parish Council Chairman asking for information about the 

‘recently’ installed pedestrian/cycle crossing over the railway adjacent to the road bridge.  The Clerk 
telephoned the Hanborough Chairman and advised that the bridge had been installed for quite 
some time.  Apparently, Network Rail had given the impression the Charfield bridge was a recent 
installation.   

 
5. The Clerk was contacted by a member of the public regarding the possibility of moving to Charfield 

and asked various questions about the village.  The Clerk provided the individual with the 
information requested including the two pending planning applications behind New Street and land 
South of Wotton Road. 

 
6. Cllr. Threlfall reported that the bench at the bus stop at the junction of New Street and Wotton Road 

was deteriorating.  The bench is on land owned by South Gloucestershire Council.  The Parish 
Council may like to consider approaching SGC to see whether they would donate the land to the 
Parish Council? 

 
7. The Parish Council has been contacted by Charfield Pre-School to thank them for their S.137 Grant 

and provided photographs of the outdoor teaching space – looks very nice. 
 
8. The Independent Internal Audit was undertaken on 26th June 2020 in the Clerk’s garden observing 

social-distancing requirements. 
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9. The boxes of shredding have been disposed of and a Destruction Certificate has been received.  
The account is presented for payment under agenda item 15. 

 
10. The Parish Council has been contacted by a resident regarding a potential Charfield Community 

Centre.  The contents of the email were forwarded to Parish Councillors for their information and 
attention. 

 


